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A SUMMARY OF BIBLE DOCTRINES  
DOCTRINE BIBLE 

REFERENCE  

LESSON 

1.  The Bible is the Word of  God   

The Bib le is  the only way to learn about God. I t  
te l ls  us a l l  we need to know about Him and what 
He requires of  us. The wr i ters  of  the 66 books 
were inspired by God,  so He is the true author  of  
the Bib le. W e need to read i t  every day.   

 

Psalm 119:89-112 
Acts  17:11,12 
2 T imothy 3:16,17 
2 Peter  1:21 

 

3,  20, 37 

2.  The Gospel 

This is  the good news of  the Kingdom of  God,  
which wi l l  be set up on the ear th,  and the 
forg iveness of  s ins through Jesus. This message is 
found in both Old and New Testaments.  

 

Genes is  22:17,18 
Danie l  2 :44 
Matthew 4:23;  
6:12-15;  24:14 

 

4 
 

3.  God is the Creator of the world 

Everyth ing in heaven and on the ear th was made 
by the only t rue God who has a lways ex isted and 
a lways wi l l  ex is t .  He is  pure, r ighteous and knows 
a l l  th ings.  

 

Genes is  1 
Acts  17:24-29 
Psalm 104 

 

5,  16  
 

4.  Jesus wil l  return to the earth  

Jesus ’  l i fe  began when he was born about 2,000 
years  ago.  He wi l l ing ly of fered h imself  as  a 
sacr i f ice for  s in.  Because he was s in less, God 
ra ised h im f rom the dead and he is  now in heaven 
wi th h is  Father .  He wi l l  return f rom there as King 
of  the wor ld.  

 

Matthew 25:31-34 
Acts  1:10,11 
Acts  3:20,21 
Revelat ion 22:20 

 

4,  8,  9  

5.  The return of Jesus is very near 

Bible prophecy is  being fu lf i l led and there are 
many s igns today to show that the coming of  Jesus 
is  near .  These inc lude the return of  the Jews to 
their  land and the establ ishment of  the State of  
Israel,  fa l l ing moral standards, people not 
interes ted in  God, and many problems in the wor ld.  

 

Danie l  12:1,2 
Ezek ie l 37:1-4,11 
Luke 21:24-33 
2 T imothy 3:1-5  

 

7,  8 

6.  The Kingdom of God wil l  be on the earth 

The Old Testament  Kingdom of  Israel was God’s 
k ingdom on earth in the past.  I t  wi l l  be restored 
when the Lord Jesus returns. He wi l l  re ign unt i l  a l l  
God’s enemies are destroyed. Then the wor ld wi l l  
be perfec t and Jesus Chr ist  wi l l  de l iver the 
k ingdom to God.  

 

1 Chronic les  29:23 
Jeremiah 3:17 
Micah 4:1-8 
Revelat ion 11:15  

 

9,  11  

7.  God made promises to Abraham 

Abraham (the father of  the Jewish nat ion)  trus ted 
God and so he was promised that he would 
possess the land of  Israel for  ever and that h is  
descendants  would be a great  nat ion.  He was a lso 
promised a descendant (Jesus Chr is t)  who would 
br ing the b less ing of  forg iveness of  s ins. By 
bapt ism we can share in the promises. 

 

Genes is  13:14,15 
Genes is  15:5,6 
Genes is  22:15-18 
Galat ians 3:8,16,29 

 

12 

8.  The Jews are God’s people 

The Jews are God’s spec ia l people and witnesses 
to His ex istence and power . Because they 
d isobeyed God they were scattered among the 
nat ions of  the wor ld.  God is now regather ing them 
to Israel  as He promised. 

 

 

Isa iah 11:11,12 
Isa iah 44:8 
Ezek ie l 36:16-24 
Ezek ie l 37:21,22 
Romans 9:3-5 

 

10, 13,  
14 
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9.  Jerusalem will  be the centre of  the earth 

God’s  k ingdom wi l l  be centred in Israel but wi l l  
cover the whole earth. Jerusalem wil l  be the 
capi ta l  of  the wor ld.  Jews who accept Jesus as 
their  Mess iah when he returns wi l l  l ive as  morta l 
people in h is k ingdom and become the head of  the 
nat ions. Morta l people f rom the other nat ions wi l l  
v is i t  Jerusalem to worship and learn God’s  ways.  

 

Jeremiah 3:17 
Micah 4:1,2 
Zechar iah 12:10 
Zechar iah 14:16 
Matthew 5:34,35  

 

9,  11 

10. God made promises to David 

King David was promised a descendant  who would  
s i t  on h is throne for  ever.  This prophecy concerns 
Jesus who wi l l  re ign f rom Jerusalem when he 
returns to restore God’s k ingdom on ear th. 

 

2 Samuel 7:12-16 
1 Chronic les  17:10-14 
Psalm 89:35,36 
Luke1:30-33 

 

9,  10, 13, 
15 

11. Jesus is the Son of God 

Jesus d id not ex ist  before h is b ir th.  He is the Son 
of  God because he was conceived by the ac t ion of  
the Holy Spir i t  on h is  mother ,  Mary.  No man was 
involved. God has a lways been greater than the 
Lord Jesus and a lways wi l l  be. 

 

Matthew 1:20-25 
John 14:28 
Romans 1:3,4 
Galat ians 4:4 
1 Peter  1:20 

 

16, 17 

12. Jesus l ived a sinless l ife 

Before h is death Jesus had human nature l ike us, 
but because God was h is Father he was more than 
an ord inary man. Jesus overcame al l  temptat ions 
and l ived a perfec t l i fe  in obedience to h is Father ’s  
wi l l .  He showed us the character of  God and set an 
example for  us  to fol low. 

 

Isa iah 53:5,12 
2 Cor inth ians 5:21 
Hebrews 4:15 
1 Peter  2:22 

 

6,  16, 17, 
18 

13. Jesus died on the cross for us 

Jesus Chr is t  is  at the centre of  God’s purpose. He 
was descended f rom Adam and so he was morta l  
l ike us. Because he was s in less and wi l l ing to d ie 
on the cross as  a sacr i f ice,  he is  able to take away 
the s ins of  those who d ie wi th h im in bapt ism.  

 

John 1:29 
John 3:16 
1 Cor inth ians 5:7 
Galat ians 1:4 

 

6,  17, 18, 
31 

14. Jesus was raised from the grave 

Because Jesus d id not s in,  God ra ised h im f rom 
the dead and gave him immorta l l i fe.  He now has a 
nature l ike God’s and is  exalted above the angels.  
Those who d ied in Chr ist  wi l l  a lso r ise f rom the 
dead at h is return and wi l l  be g iven immorta l  l i fe at  
the judgement.   

 

Luke 24:36-43 
Acts  2:24 
Acts  17:31 
1 Cor inth ians 15:22,23 

 

16, 18,  
19, 25 

15. The Holy Spirit  is  the power of God 

The Holy Spir i t  is  the power of  God and is  not  a 
separate person. I t  has no separate ex is tence. By 
His  Spir i t ,  God made and suppor ts a l l  creat ion, is  
present  everywhere and knows a l l  things.   

 

Luke 1:35 
Acts  10:38 
2 Peter  1:21 

 

20 

16. Holy Spir it  Gifts were for specif ic purposes 

On a few occas ions God gave spec ia l abi l i t ies to 
certa in people. The apost les received the Holy 
Spir i t  to help them preach. Spir i t  g i f ts  were no 
longer needed when the wr i t ing of  the Bib le was 
complete and the ear ly church establ ished. No-one 
possesses Holy Spir i t  Gif ts  today.  

 

Mark  16:15-18 
Acts  2 
Acts  8:9-24 
1 Cor inth ians 13:8  

 

21 

17. The wages of  sin is death 

Adam was made f rom dust .  Death is  the 
punishment for  s in,  so Adam returned to dust .  Al l  
(except Jesus) s in and so a l l  d ie.  No part  of  a 
person l ives on af ter  death. Unless people know 
and respond to the Gospel  they wi l l  per ish. 

 

Genes is  3:17-19 
Ecc les iastes  9:5-10 
Romans 5:12 
Romans 6:23 

 
6,  18, 22, 
23, 30 
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18. ‘Hell ’  in the Bible usually refers to the grave 

‘Hel l ’  ( f rom ‘sheol ’  or  ‘hades’)  refers to the grave. 
‘Gehenna’ was the p lace near Jerusalem where 
rubbish was burnt,  and is  used as a symbol  for  the 
tota l destruc t ion of  the wicked. The wages of  s in is  
death – not eternal  torment af ter  death. 

 

Psalm 6:5 
Acts  2:27 
Mark  9:43-48 
 

 

23 

19. The gift  of God is eternal  l i fe 

W e cannot save ourselves. But by God’s grace we 
can have eternal l i fe ,  i f  we have fai th and try hard 
to do God’s wi l l .  

 

John 17:1-3 
Romans 2:6-8 
Romans 6:23 

 
24 

20. There wi l l  be a resurrection of the dead 

W hen he returns, the Lord Jesus wi l l  br ing out of  
the graves those who have had an oppor tunity to  
respond to the Gospel message of  sa lvat ion, both 
fai thfu l and unfa ithfu l.  But those who have not  
known the Gospel  wi l l  not be ra ised. 

 

Psalm 49:20 
John  5:28,29 
1 Cor inth ians 15:12-21 
2 T imothy 4:1 

 
19, 25 

21. There wi l l  be a t ime of judgement 

People who have known and unders tood the 
Gospel wi l l  appear before the Lord Jesus Chr is t ,  
the r ighteous judge,  at  h is return to the earth.  
They wi l l  e i ther be punished by f ina l death or given 
immorta l l i fe.  The nat ions who oppose Chr is t  Jesus 
at  h is  return wi l l  be punished. 

 

Danie l  12:1,2 
John 5:28,29 
2 Cor inth ians 5:10 
2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 

 
7,  26 

22. Immortal l i fe  for t rue believers 

Bel ievers who are made immorta l wi l l  serve the 
Lord Jesus on the earth and, under h im, wi l l  ru le 
the morta l people. These saints wi l l  enjoy perfect  
health and happiness whi le they teach the morta l 
people about God and make the earth a wonderfu l  
p lace, prepar ing i t  for  God Himself  to l ive with 
people. 

 

Psalm 37:9-11,22 
Isa iah 35 
Danie l  7 :27 
Revelat ion 20:4 

 
6,  25, 26, 
27 

23. Angels are God’s messengers 

God made the angels  to be His servants for  ever.  
They never s in,  die nor marry.  They a lways carry 
out God’s wi l l  and watch over true bel ievers  
(sa ints) .  

 

Exodus 23:20-21 
Psalm 34:7 
Psalm 103:20 
Luke 20:34-36 
Hebrews 1:13,14 

 
28 

24. The Devi l  and Satan 

W e are tempted to s in by our own des ires. The 
term ‘devi l ’  descr ibes human s infu lness. The word 
‘satan’  means adversary and can refer to  a good or  
bad opponent.   ‘Satan’ can be used to descr ibe 
anyth ing opposed to God, inc luding anyth ing 
s infu l.  There is  no evi l  angel or  a l l-powerfu l  being 
that  makes people do evi l .  

 

Matthew 16:23 
John 8:44 
Acts  10:38 
James 1:14 
  

 
29, 30 

25. Demons, unclean spir its 

‘Demon’ is  a word used to descr ibe fa lse gods or  
ido ls .  People with strange behaviour problems 
were said to have a demon. Today these medical 
condit ions can be helped wi th medic ines.  There 
are no evi l  spi r i t  powers that cause problems in the 
wor ld.   

 

Psalm 106:36-38 
1 Cor inth ians 10:18-21 
Matthew 8:16,17 
 

 

29  

26. We must all  repent 

W e need to real ise how s infu l we are and be truly 
sorry for  a l l  our wrong thoughts and act ions.  
Repentance involves a complete change of  hear t .  

 

Psalm 51:1-10 
Matthew 4:17 
Luke 13:1-5 
Acts  3:19; 17:30 

 
30, 31 
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27. Adult  baptism in water 

I t  is  essent ial  to bel ieve the teachings of  the Bib le,  
repent  of  our s ins and then be bapt ized. Bapt ism is  
a complete bur ia l  in water .  I t  is  a symbol of  dying 
wi th Chr is t  and r is ing again to a new l i fe .  

 

Matthew 28:19,20 
Mark  16:16 
Acts  2:38 
Romans 6:1-11 

 
6,  18, 31 

28. Christ ians do not  f ight 

A fo l lower of  Chr is t  should not  use force or  join in 
mil i tary serv ice or the pol ice force. He must love 
h is enemies as wel l  as  h is  f r iends. 

 

Matthew 5:39-48 
Matthew 26:52 
Luke 6:27-29 

 
34 

29. Christ ian marriage 

God intended a man to have only one wife. A 
bapt ized bel iever should not marry an unbel iever.  
There should be no sex outs ide marr iage and 
Chr is t ians should not  seek d ivorce. Marr iage is  a 
symbol of  Chr is t  and the true church. 

 

Genes is  2:21-24 
Matthew 19:3-6 
Hebrews 13:4 
Ephes ians 5:25-32 

 
32, 33 

30. Our duty to the State 

Chr is t ians must obey a l l  the laws of  their  country,  
unless they conf l ic t  wi th the laws of  God. Because 
they are c i t izens of  the Kingdom of  God they 
cannot g ive their  t ime and energy to the pol i t ics of  
any wor ld ly government .  They might be oppos ing 
ru lers  chosen by God for  His purpose. 

 

Matthew 22:21 
Romans 13:1-7 
1 Peter  2:17  

 
34 

31. Christ ians can pray  for forgiveness of  sins  

Prayer  is  an oppor tunity to pra ise and thank God.  
Through prayer we can ask for  God’s guidance in 
our  l ives.  The Lord Jesus is  in  heaven,  ac t ing as a 
pr ies t for  h is fo l lowers and ask ing God to forg ive 
their  s ins. This is  one of  the pr iv i leges of  being in  
Chr is t .  There is  no need for  other  pr ies ts.   

 

Phi l ippians 4:6 
1 T imothy 2:5 
Hebrews 7:24-26 
1 John 1:9  

 

35 

32. Communion with the death of  Jesus 

True Chr ist ians meet once a week to remember the 
death of  Jesus. At th is serv ice they share bread 
and wine, which Jesus said were symbols  of  h im, 
to remind us of  h is  sacr i f ice.   

 

Mark  14:22-25 
Luke 22:14-20 
1 Cor inth ians 11:23-28  

 
36, 38 

33. True fel lowship 

Fel lowship wi th God and the Lord Jesus can only 
be shared by those who bel ieve and pract ise the 
Bib le doctr ines taught  by the Lord and h is 
fol lowers in the f irs t  century.  Chr is tadelphians 
enjoy a wonderfu l fe l lowship wi th thousands of  
brothers  and s is ters in  many countr ies . 

 

Acts  2:41,42 
Hebrews 10:24,25 
1 John 1:3-7  

 
38 

34. Christ ian l iv ing 

Bapt ized bel ievers should fo l low the example of  
the Lord Jesus in their  l ives . In a l l  they do they 
should g ive honour  and g lory to God. 

 

Matthew 5 
Romans 12 
Coloss ians 3:1-17 

 

36 

35. The call  of  the Gospel 

God is ca l l ing people f rom al l  nat ions to fol low the 
Lord Jesus and to prepare for  h is coming k ingdom. 
W il l  you respond to th is? 

 

Matthew 16:24-26 
Acts  15:14 
1 Cor inth ians 1:26,27 

 
36, 40 

 

Final  verses to learn:  Acts 17:30-31  

The t imes of ignorance God over looked, but  now he commands a l l  people everywhere to 
repent ,  because he has f ixed a day on which he wi l l  judge the wor ld in  r ighteousness by 
a man whom he has appointed; and of th is he has given assurance to a l l  by ra is ing h im 
from the dead. 
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