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DAILY BIBLE READING 
 

Reading:  Psalm 119:89-112 

 

The Bible – different from all other books 
The Bib le is  l ike a deep wel l  of  c lear water – a wel l  so deep that you can never reach the 
bottom of  i t .  The more you read, the more you f ind. You wi l l  never come to the t ime when 
you feel you know it  a l l ,  and do not need to read i t  any more. Look how people received 
the W ord of  God: 
 

ACTS 17:11,12 1 THESSALONIANS 2:13 

… they received the word with all eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things 
were so. Many of them therefore believed, with not a 
few Greek women of high standing as well as men. 

…  when you received the word of God, which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of 
men but as what it really is, the word of God, which 
is at work in you believers. 

 

Why should we read the Bible? 

•  How can we know about  God unless we read His inspired W ord? 

•  God’s ways are so di f ferent f rom ours. How can we f ind out what is  r ight and 
wrong in l i fe  and what  God wants  us to do unless we read the guide book He has 
g iven us? 

•  How can we fo l low the example of  the Lord Jesus unless we read about h is l i fe?  

•  God does not hear the prayer of  the person who despises His W ord (Proverbs 
28:9),  so we should make sure we respect  and read i t .   

•  Faith is  essent ia l  for  sa lvat ion.  Dai ly Bib le reading increases fa i th and bui lds us  
up spir i tua l ly.  W e need to “grow in the grace and knowledge  of  our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Chr is t ” (2 Peter  3:18) .  

•  B ib le reading helps us to recognise how s infu l we are and that we need to f ight  
against  our  wrong des ires. 

•  Our reading wi l l  remind us of  al l  that God and the Lord Jesus have done for  us.  
This should help us  to show love to others.   

•  I t  br ings us a hope of  l i fe  through the Gospel .  

•  I t  he lps  us  to f i l l  our  minds wi th things that  are good and spir i tua l ly prof i tab le and 
wi l l  br ing us c loser to  God (Phi l ippians 4:8,9).  

 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 shows that  
Scr ipture should be par t  of  our  l ives  
every day. You wi l l  see f rom the sect ion 
quoted oppos i te that God’s words were 
to be with His people at a l l  t imes. They 
were to talk  about them throughout the 
day and make sure that their  ch i ldren 
were taught them. These verses show 
us that  wherever we are, whatever we 
do, we need godly wisdom to guide us.  
I t  wi l l  he lp us to be separate f rom the 
evi l  wor ld around us. I f  we trus t in our  
own judgement we wi l l  fa i l :  

“Trust in the LORD with a l l  your heart ,  and do not lean on your own unders tanding.  
In a l l  your ways acknowledge h im, and he wi l l  make straight your paths. Be not 
wise in  your  own eyes;  fear  the LORD, and turn away from ev i l ”  (Proverbs 3:5-7) .   

Paul  te l ls  us how vi tal  the reading of  God’s  W ord is  to  our  l ives : 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 The LORD our God, the LORD 
is one.  You shall love the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might. And these words that I command you today 
shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently 
to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit 
in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall 
bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be 
as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them 
on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
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“Al l  Scr ipture is  breathed out by God and prof i table for  teaching, for  reproof ,  for  
correct ion, and for  t ra in ing in r ighteousness, that the man of God may be 
competent ,  equipped for  every good work” (2 T imothy 3:16,17) .  

So Scr ipture teaches us,  te l ls  us of f ,  correc ts us  and tra ins us  in  r ighteousness. 
 
Even Jesus needed a thorough knowledge of  the Scr iptures (of  course, he only had the 
Old Testament) .  But  how wel l  he knew it !  The W ord of  God provided answers to a l l  his  
problems. Jesus read the Old Testament ;  we must read i t  too.  
 

Reading the whole of Scripture 
From the f irs t  verse of  Genes is to the last verse of  Revelat ion, the Bib le is  the inspired 
W ord of  God. Parts  of  the Bib le, l ike the Psalms and the Gospels, are a joy to read.  
Some people f ind that  they cannot put their  Bib les down unt i l  they have f in ished reading 
books l ike Ruth and Esther .  The l i fe of  David is  fu l l  of  adventure. But other  par ts 
descr ibe wickedness and warfare, and we do not enjoy reading them so much. Other  
chapters have long l is ts of  people and p laces. I f  we were to choose for  ourselves, we 
would only read the p leasant  chapters.  Some of  us  would only read the New Testament .  
W e might  never come to unders tand some of  the most  important teachings of  the Bib le – 
such as the wickedness that  is  in a l l  of  us , God’s great hol iness and the respect and 
obedience He demands f rom us. 
 
2 T imothy 3:16 says that al l  Scr ipture is  prof i tab le. People have many d if ferent needs,  
moods,  c ircumstances and exper iences, and the Scr iptures sat is fy them al l .  
 
W e cannot understand much of  the New Testament wi thout the Old. The very f i rs t  verse  
of  the New Testament speaks about “Jesus Chr ist ,  the son of Dav id,  the son of  
Abraham”. I t  is  the Old Testament that gives deta i ls  of  the promises made to Abraham 
and David, and the New Testament of ten refers to these promises and shows how they 
re late to the Lord Jesus and to us .  
  

We need to read the Bible every day  
God provides us wi th the food that our bodies need day by day.  But our minds also need 
fool – spir i tua l food, the W ord of  God – every day because otherwise they wi l l  readi ly 
feed on the th ings of  the wor ld.  I f  we prayerfu l ly read and meditate ( th ink  about)  the 
Bib le message, i t  wi l l  bu i ld up our understanding of  God’s ways, and we wi l l  grow more 
p leas ing to God.  The Psalmis t sa id, 

“Oh how I  love your law! I t  is  my meditat ion a l l  the day” (Psalm 119:97).   

To make sure we read the whole of  Scr ipture, we need to p lan our reading. The 
Chr is tadelphian Bib le Companion is  a reading p lan which wi l l  take you through the Old 
Testament once and the New Testament twice each year.  Chr istadelphians a l l  over  the 
wor ld use th is p lan and read the Bib le every day. But i f  you have not yet  star ted to read 
regular ly,  then the Chr is tadelphian Bib le Planner wi l l  introduce you to dai ly Bib le 
reading. 
 

The wonders of the Word of God 
There are some amazing d iscover ies to be made when you read the Scr iptures. Here are 
a few examples: 

1.  W hen Abraham was asked to of fer  h is son Isaac (Genes is 22) ,  i t  po inted forward 
to the Lord God of fer ing his only Son. Just as Isaac carr ied the wood for  the  
sacr i f ice, so Jesus carr ied h is own cross. Jesus was the Lamb of  God that was 
sacr i f iced for  us, and in the end i t  was a ram that Abraham sacr i f iced.  There are 
other l inks i f  you look for  them!  W e can unders tand how dif f icul t  i t  was for  
Abraham to of fer  h is son and th is helps us to understand how hard i t  was for  the 
Lord God to see His Son die.  

2.  Isaac was of fered on Mount Mor iah which later  became par t  of  Jerusalem, where 
the great temple was bui l t  in King Solomon’s t ime (2 Chronic les  3:1).  

3.  There are many s imilar i t ies between the l i fe of  Joseph and the l i fe of  the Lord  
Jesus, so we say that Joseph is a type of  Chr is t .  For example, both were 
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r ighteous sons and both forgave their  brothers who rejec ted them. Joseph was  
p laced in pr ison, Jesus in the tomb. Af terwards Joseph was a great saviour for  h is  
brothers as well  as for  peoples f rom other lands who came to Egypt for  food.  
W ithout h im they would have d ied. The Lord Jesus is  the Saviour of  both Jews and 
Gent i les . 

4.  Just as El i jah was fo l lowed by the great prophet El isha, so John the Bapt ist  was 
fol lowed by Jesus Chr ist .  El i jah and John were very s imilar  in appearance and 
way of  l i fe ,  and both prepared the way for  the greater prophet who fo l lowed them 
(Mat thew 11:14).  El isha was a type of  Chr ist  because he performed great miracles  
including feeding many people and rais ing a dead boy.                           

5.  I t  took thousands of  years  for  people to real ise the need for  s imple hygiene, but 
the Law that God gave to Moses for  His people contained many important hygiene 
ru les . I t  kept them health ier  than other nat ions (Deuteronomy 7:15).  

6.  L ists of  names can provide informat ion to help us in our unders tanding. For  
example, the long l is ts of  names in Matthew 1 shows us how the Lord Jesus is  
descended f rom var ious women, inc luding Rahab (a Genti le who was a prost i tu te) ,  
Ruth (another Genti le)  and Bathsheba wi th whom David committed adul tery.  
W ould we have chosen such people to be in  the l ine of  our prec ious son? God, in  
His wisdom, is  showing us that the fa ith of  the Gent i le women was more important  
than their  background. The l is t  in Luke 3 traces the family of  Jesus a l l  the way 
back to Adam, showing that Adam was a real person. 

7.  2 Samuel 12:13 records David ’s adultery wi th Bathsheba and how he arranged the 
death of  her husband.  I t  is  dif f icu lt  to  understand why David seems to have been 
so easi ly forg iven,  but  Psalms 32 and 51 show how sorry David was. 

 

Lessons for living 
In  1 Cor inth ians 10,  Paul  refers back to the t ime of  Moses when the people of  Israel 
were in the W ilderness. God’s presence was with them and He wanted to lead them to 
the Promised Land. But concerning the people he says, 

“Never theless, wi th most of them God was not p leased, for  they were overthrown in 
the wi lderness. Now these things took place as examples for us ,  that we might 
not des ire evi l  as  they d id” (1 Cor inthians 10:5,6) .   

So we are meant  to learn f rom these examples.  W e must not :   

•  des ire evi l  (verse 6) 

•  be idolaters (verse 7) 

•  indulge in  sexual immoral i t y (verse 8) 

•  put Chr is t  to the test  – quest ion God’s  wisdom (verse 9) 

•  grumble (verse 10) .  
 
I t  is  easy to th ink  that  we wi l l  never worship gods of  wood and stone but  the New 
Testament descr ibes covetousness as idolat ry – anyth ing which f i l ls  our l ives rather than 
God can be an idol to  us. 
 
The apost le  repeats the point:  

“Now these th ings happened to them as an example, but they were written down 
for our instruct ion, on whom the end of  the ages has come. Therefore let  anyone 
who thinks that  he stands take heed lest  he fal l ” (1 Cor inth ians 10:11,12) .   

There are p lenty of  other  lessons we can learn f rom the poor behaviour of  Israel in the 
t ime of  Moses. But the record of  how God wanted them to worship Him at this t ime 
contains fasc inat ing deta i ls  which point forward to the l i fe of  Jesus which was st i l l  1,500 
years  away.  There are many more lessons l ike th is  in  the Bible. 
 

Some practical points to help Bible reading 
1. Punctuat ion and capital letters –  W hen the Scr iptures were f irs t  wr i t ten they d id not  
contain any punctuat ion or  capita l  let ters .  Occas ional ly the trans lators  have been 
unhelpfu l .  Luke 23:43 is  an example. I t  conta ins the words that Jesus spoke to the th ief  
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cruc if ied wi th h im. Because the man showed such an understanding of  the Gospel ,  Jesus 
to ld h im that he would be in paradise wi th him, meaning that he would be in God’s 
k ingdom on earth. This verse has caused much misunders tanding because the 
trans lators thought the th ief  would go to heaven. For  th is reason i t  reads:      

“And he (Jesus)  sa id to him ( the th ief )  ‘Tru ly,  I  say to you, today you wi l l  be with 
me in Paradise’ ”.  

But by put t ing the comma af ter  the word ‘ today’  the sense is  complete ly changed. Jesus 
could not have been promising that he would go to heaven that day wi th this  man 
because he knew he was going to the grave for  three days. The trans lators have also 
mis led people by putt ing a capi ta l  le t ter  for  ‘paradise’ .  The word s imply means ‘garden’ .  
W e know that Jesus promises a future l i fe on th is ear th which wi l l  be l ike the Garden of  
Eden before Adam sinned. 
 
2. Look at the context –  I t  is  a lways a good idea to look at  the context (or  surrounding 
verses) of  the passage you are reading. This can provide c lues to help you understand,  
for  example, why Jesus to ld a par t icu lar  parable. 
 
3. Margin references  
Some Bib les have margin references. They have a smal l  let ter  or  number by a word: and 
that let ter  or  number can be found in the margin or the bottom of  the page. Here i t  wi l l  
g ive a chapter  and verse which is  connected wi th what  you have jus t read.  
 
4.  Use your maps 
Some Bibles have maps. I f  you f ind p laces on your map as you read, then you wi l l  come 
to know the land of  Israel  better  and i t  may help you to unders tand the s tory better ,  too. 
 

How to read your Bible 

•  Read your Bible prayerful ly 
W e need God’s help in understanding His W ord, and He is always ready to g ive i t  
– so do not  forget to  ask!  

•  Hearing and doing. God wi l l  teach us through His W ord. But reading i t  is  no t  
enough. James te l ls  us we must  be “doers of  the word,  and not hearers  only”  
(James 1:22).  Jesus speaks of  some who cal led h im ‘Lord’ ,  but  they d id not do  
what  he said.  Read Mat thew 25:31-46.  

•  Read the Bible with a humble mind 
God wi l l  teach the man who comes to Him wi th a lowly m ind,  ready to learn: He 
wi l l  have nothing to do with the person who th inks he knows i t  a l l !  

“But th is is  the one to whom I wi l l  look: he who is humble and contr i te in sp ir i t 
and trembles at  my word” ( Isaiah 66:2).   

God has wr i t ten to us.  How dare we ignore Him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Passages to read: Psalm 19; Psalm 119:1-40;  Mark 8:34-38 
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Verse to learn: Psalm 119:18   

Open my eyes, that I  may behold wondrous th ings out of  your  law.  

Summary 
Read the Bib le… 

•  Prayerful ly,  ask ing God to help you to understand what you read and put i ts  
lessons into pract ice. 

•  Every day,  mak ing sure your reading covers  a l l  the books of  the Bib le.  

•  W ith an open mind,  le t t ing i t  teach you.  

•  Carefu l ly,  th ink ing over each verse and making sure you unders tand i t .   

•  W ith a humble mind, trying to f ind out  how God wants  you to l ive. 
 


