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OUR DUTY TO THE STATE 
 

Reading:  1 Peter  2 

 
Note: The State is  the country in  which we l ive, wi th i ts  ru lers or government,  and i ts  
laws. Today true d isc iples of  Chr ist  l ive in  many countr ies which have d if ferent laws,  
some of  them opposed to God’s ways. This  lesson cons iders the Chr is t ian ’s duty to the 
State, and par t icu lar ly whether  Chr ist ians should take part  in  pol i t ics or  f ight for  their  
country.  Lessons 9 and 13 wi l l  he lp wi th par ts of  th is  lesson.  
 

God’s people in Old Testament times 
About 3,500 years ago, just af ter  they had lef t  Egypt ,  God gathered together the people 
of  Israel at  Mount Sinai to make a covenant  (or  agreement)  wi th them. He was to be their  
God and they were to be His nat ion. The Law that God gave them conta ined ru les for  
worship and for  dai ly l iv ing. There was no conf l ic t  (d isagreement)  between their  laws and 
their  bel iefs s ince God had provided both.  
 
Later,  God chose k ings to re ign over  the people of  Israel  for  Him. This was God’s 
k ingdom on earth, and the k ing’s army was God’s army. The k ing was there to do what 
God commanded. But  the people of  Israel ignored God’s law and fo l lowed the wicked 
ways of  other nat ions and so God brought  His k ingdom on earth to an end. F irs t  the 
nat ion of  Assyr ia came agains t the nor thern k ingdom of  Israel and took the people 
capt ive and then scat tered them, then the Babylonians took capt ive the southern 
k ingdom of  Judah. So God’s  people were then l iv ing in countr ies where fa lse gods were 
worshipped and where some of  the laws were opposed to God’s ways. 
 
The behaviour of  God-fear ing Jews in these dif f icu lt  c i rcumstances shows us how we 
should l ive in  countr ies with laws and pract ices that conf l ic t  with God’s  ways. 
 

Should they obey God or the foreign ruler? 

Danie l and h is f r iends were some of  those taken capt ive to Babylon by k ing 
Nebuchadnezzar when the southern k ingdom of  Judah was coming to an end.  Somet imes 
they had to choose between obeying God’s laws or those of  the Babylonians. The 
fol lowing examples are usefu l:  
 

REFERENCE THE PROBLEM WHAT DANIEL 
AND/OR HIS 

FRIENDS DID 

WHAT HAPPENED IN 
THE END 

Daniel 1:8-16 Daniel and his friends were given meat 
that had probably been sacrificed to 
idols. They did not want to eat it, but 
knew that this would not please the king. 

They did not eat the 
meat and asked for 
vegetables instead. 

God looked after them 
and they looked 
healthier than the 
others. 

Daniel 3 Nebuchadnezzar commanded the people 
to fall down and worship a golden statue 
he had set up. 

Daniel’s three friends 
refused to worship 
anything other than 
God. 

They were thrown into a 
fiery furnace, but God 
delivered them and they 
were unharmed. 

Daniel 6 Daniel’s enemies wanted to kill Daniel, 
so they persuaded the new king, Darius, 
to only allow prayers to himself.  

Daniel continued to 
pray to God with his 
windows wide open. 

He was thrown into a 
den of lions, but God’s 
angel protected him. 

 
These examples teach us: 

•  to  put God f irs t  in our l ives 

•  that  God alone is  to  be worshipped 

•  to  keep to our  pr inc iples and a lways t ry to  do what God wants 

•  to  trust  God. 
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Danie l and h is f r iends were among the best of  the k ing’s servants  and became impor tant  
government of f ic ia ls .  They were not trouble makers, look ing for  the opportunity to break 
the k ing’s laws. I t  was only when the law of  the land conf l ic ted (d id not agree) with God’s 
law that they refused to obey the k ing. 
 
This is  an impor tant pr incip le for  a l l  who fol low the Lord Jesus. They must keep the laws 
of  the State that agree with the laws of  God (as many do) .  Danie l ’s  enemies could f ind 
nothing wrong wi th h is  behaviour (Daniel  6:4,5) .  This  should a lso be true of  us. 
 

Christians must obey the laws of the State (their country) ,  unless these laws 
disagree with the laws of God. 

 

God’s people today 
God counts  a l l  t rue bel ievers as His people and today they consis t  of  Jewish and Gent i le  
bel ievers. Just as Israel  in  Old Testament  t imes were God’s  spec ia l people and were 
cal led “a holy nat ion” ,  so bapt ized bel ievers are now descr ibed in the same way.  This  
can be seen by compar ing the Old and New Testament passages below.  Even though 
d iscip les of  Chr ist  l ive in many d if ferent countr ies, the Bib le descr ibes them as a spec ia l 
nat ion, God’s  people. 
 

THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL 

(‘NATURAL ISRAEL’) 

GOD’S PEOPLE TODAY 

(‘SPIRITUAL ISRAEL’) 

Exodus 19:5,6 Now therefore, if you will 
indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, 
you shall be my treasured possession among 
all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you 
shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation …  

1 Peter 2:9,10 But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's 
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.  

 
Bel ievers today who are now part  of  God’s holy nat ion are a lso par t  of  God’s future 
k ingdom and are wait ing for  their  King to return to Jerusalem. So whi le they wai t  they 
must do noth ing which wil l  damage their  re lat ionship wi th God: God must be f irs t  in a l l  
that they do. Then at h is coming Chr is t  Jesus wi l l  ca l l  them together to serve and work  
wi th h im. 
 

The Christian’s attitude towards the authorities of his country 
Jesus l ived in Israel at  a t ime when the nat ion was under Roman ru le, and by their  law 
he suf fered and d ied. But Jesus was never a pol i t ica l t rouble-maker,  even though many 
of  the Jews hoped he would f ree them f rom the Romans. W hen Jesus was asked whether  
the Jews should pay taxes to the Romans,  whom they hated, he la id down impor tant 
pr inc ip les  using a coin with the image of  the Roman Emperor,  Caesar:  

“Render  (g ive)  to Caesar the th ings that are Caesar ’s,  and to God the th ings that  
are God ’s” (Matthew 22:21).  

This means that we should pay our taxes as the law requires (which Paul makes equal ly 
c lear in Romans 13:7) .  I t  a lso shows that we should respect and obey our ru lers as wel l  
as God. 
 
Not only d id Jesus accept Roman ru le but  he a lso did not  tr y to  replace the Jewish 
re l ig ious leaders , who were misus ing their  pos it ion in the temple and leading the people 
astray.  The re l ig ious leaders tr ied to stop Jesus teaching and heal ing, but even when he 
was obvious ly annoying them and h is  l i fe  was in danger,  Jesus car r ied on with h is work  
of  sa lvat ion.  He knew that  th is was God’s  work , and was most  important .  
 
This fa i thfu l example of  Jesus was fo l lowed by the apost les . They too were honest,  law-
abid ing people who d id not become involved in the pol i t ics of  the country in which they 
l ived. They d id not try to change the wor ld through pol i t ics.  W hen conf l ic t  occasional ly 
came, f rom the Jewish or Roman author i t ies ,  they put God f irs t  and obeyed His laws. So 



CHRISTADELPHIAN BIBLE COURSE 
Lesson 34 – Our Duty to the State 

   Christadelphian Bible Mission Page 3 

when the apost les were to ld to stop preaching the good news of  sa lvat ion, they repl ied,  
“We must  obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).  See a lso Acts 4:17-20. 
 
Paul te l ls  us that we should be obedient to  our rulers because al l  author i t ies are put in 
p lace by God (al though most do not real ise i t ) .  Note that Paul wrote these words to 
bel ievers who l ived in  a harsh soc iety,  where many were s laves and treated unjus t ly:   

“Let every  person be subject to the governing author i t ies. For there is  no author i ty  
except from God, and those that ex ist  have been inst i tu ted by  God. Therefore 
whoever res ists the author i t ies res ists what God has appointed ,  and those who 
res ist  wi l l  incur  judgement” (Romans 13:1,2).  

So if  we d isobey the laws of  our  country,  we are real ly disobeying God. In 1 T imothy 
2:1,2  Paul encouraged bel ievers  to pray for  those in  author i ty in  their  country:  

“Firs t  of  a l l ,  then,  I  urge that suppl icat ions, prayers , in tercess ions, and 
thanksgiv ings be made for  a l l  people, for  k ings and a l l  who are in high pos i t ions,  
that  we may lead a peaceful  and quiet l i fe ,  godly  and d ignif ied in every way”.   

The laws of  a country of ten ensure that i t  is  a safe p lace in which to l ive. There is  
usual ly no conf l ic t  between a Chr is t ian ’s dut ies to the State and to God, and so when he 
obeys the State, he is  also obeying God. For example, murder is  wrong in both the laws 
of  the State and God’s laws. However, the State somet imes expects i ts  c i t izens to do 
th ings which conf l ic t  wi th Bib le teaching, such as going to war .  Disc ip les of  Chr is t  must  
then dec ide whether to obey God or  the State. W e have the apost le Peter ’s  example to 
fol low: “We must  obey God rather  than men”  (Acts 5:29) .  
 
There are some occupat ions and in terests  that disc ip les should avoid. These inc lude 
making destruct ive weapons or explos ives, and work  which may require the use of  force 
(e.g. armed forces or pol ice).  Also, bel ievers should avoid tak ing an oath of  al leg iance.  
This is  because the Lord Jesus is  the leader  of  a l l  t rue bel ievers and our  a l leg iance 
( loyal ty)  should only be to h im. People who real ise that their  occupat ion is  not sui table 
for  a Chr is t ian should pray for  help and guidance. God is able to help. 
 

The Christian and politics 
Although God is work ing out His purpose on th is earth (Danie l 4:32),  i t  is  not c lear how 
He wi l l  do th is ,  nor which people and nat ions He wi l l  use. 
 
Since Chr is t ians do not know which pol i t ica l par ty God wants in control of  the ir  country,  
they leave e lec t ions in God’s hands and do not vote. They wi l l  not become involved in 
pol i t ics as th is could involve them in mak ing dec is ions agains t God’s wi l l .  I t  is  therefore 
wrong to be involved in human government ,  in e ither local or  nat ional pol i t ics ,  because 
God’s people belong to His order of  th ings and already have a King, the Lord Jesus 
Chr is t .  Since true Chr ist ians have chosen to fo l low Chr is t ,  how can they vote for  a 
pol i t ica l party that  is  not dedicated to serv ing Chr ist? Bel ievers should not become 
involved in pol i t ics to make the wor ld a better  p lace because human leaders are unable 
to do th is .  Bel ievers know that the Lord Jesus wi l l  do this when he returns. So the true 
Chr is t ian wi l l  s tay outs ide pol i t ics ,  ei ther  act ive ly or  as  a voter,  us ing h is  t ime to tel l  
others about  God’s  coming k ingdom. 
 
The need to keep separate f rom pol i t ics and f rom unsuitable occupat ions is  noth ing to do 
wi th the pol i t ics  and pract ices of  any par t icu lar  State.  The same pr inc ip les  apply to 
God’s  servants  everywhere. They must  now l ive under “ the law of  Chr is t ”  (1 Cor inth ians 
9:21) and separate themselves f rom human government and pol i t ics :   

“Therefore go out from their  midst ,  and be separate from them, says the Lord,  and 
touch no unc lean th ing; then I  wi l l  welcome you” (2 Cor inth ians 6:17)  

“Do not be conformed to th is wor ld,  but be t ransformed by the renewal  of your mind 
…”  (Romans 12:2) .  
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The Christian and war 
In Old Testament t imes God expected the people of  Israel to destroy their  enemies l iv ing 
in the land of  Canaan so they would not be tempted to fo l low their  evi l  ways (Exodus 
23:31-33).  God had instruc ted them to f ight,  so i t  was their  duty to obey. 
 
But  Jesus,  who l ived when God’s  k ingdom no longer ex isted on earth, sa id, 

“You have heard that  i t  was said, ‘You shal l  love your neighbour and hate your  
enemy. ’  But I  say to you, Love your enemies and pray for  those who persecute 
you” (Matthew 5:43,44).   

The New Testament  contains  other  s imilar  messages: 

“Do not res ist  the one who is ev i l .  But i f  anyone s laps you on the r ight cheek, turn 
to him the other a lso … Bless those who persecute you; b less and do not curse 
them …… If  poss ible … l ive peaceably wi th al l  … Never  avenge yourselves, but  
leave i t  to the wrath of God … I f  your  enemy is hungry, feed h im; i f  he is  thi rsty , 
g ive h im something to dr ink; for  by so doing you wi l l  heap burn ing coals on h is  
head" (Mat thew 5:39,  Romans 12:14,18-20) .     

W hen Jesus was being arrested he to ld Peter to put his sword away and added, “a l l  who 
take the sword wi l l  per ish by the sword”  (Matthew 26:52) .  Jesus expla ined to Pont ius 
Pi la te, the Roman Governor ,  that a lthough he was a k ing, h is k ingdom had not yet  come: 

“My k ingdom is not of th is wor ld.  I f  my k ingdom were of  th is wor ld, my servants  
would have been f ight ing, that I  might not be del ivered over to the Jews. But my 
k ingdom is not  from the wor ld” (John 18:36).   

Jesus said that because h is k ingdom did not ex ist  on the earth at that t ime, his servants 
d id not f ight .  His k ingdom st i l l  has not come, so true bel ievers  cannot be involved in 
f ight ing for  their  country.  I f  they d id, Chr ist ians f rom one country might f ind themselves 
f ight ing against and even k i l l ing their  brothers in Chr is t  f rom another country.  By 
refus ing to f ight Jesus was not being a pac if is t  or  a coward – he showed enormous 
courage in fac ing death on the cross to make i t  poss ible for  our s ins to be forg iven.  
W hilst  God’s people in  Old Testament t imes c lear ly knew which bat t les God wanted them 
to f ight,  Chr ist ians today do not  know how God is  work ing out  His  purpose wi th the 
nat ions of  the wor ld. I f  they f ight for  their  country they may be f ight ing against God’s  
purpose. True bel ievers therefore ask to be excused f rom mil i tary serv ice as i t  is  agains t 
their  consc ience.   
 

 

Verses to learn: 1 Peter 2:9-11  

But you are a chosen race, a royal pr iesthood, a holy nat ion, a people for  h is own 
possess ion, that  you may procla im the excel lenc ies  of h im who cal led you out  of  
darkness in to h is marvel lous l ight .   Once you were not a people, but now you are God's  
people; once you had not received mercy, but  now you have received mercy. Beloved,  I  
urge you as sojourners and exi les to abstain from the pass ions of the f lesh, which wage 
war  agains t your soul.  

 
Passages to read:  Daniel chapters 3 & 6; Matthew 22:15-22; Romans 13; 1 Peter  
2:13-17 
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Summary 

Bel ievers should: 

•  obey the laws of  the country except when they conf l ic t  wi th God’s  laws 

•  avoid any job, ac t iv i t y or  involvement that might lead them into conf l ic t  between 
God's laws and man's laws. 


