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FACING PROBLEMS IN MARRIAGE 
 

Reading: Matthew 19   
 

God’s purpose for marriage 
In the previous lesson we saw that God wants a bel ieving husband and h is bel iev ing wife 
to be spir i tual partners, help ing each other through to His k ingdom, work ing together in 
His Name, and car ing for  each other in every par t  of  l i fe.  This is  the Div ine ideal for  
marr iage. I t  should ref lec t Chr is t ’s  love for  true bel ievers and their  des ire to love and 
honour him. Their  l i fe together  in  Chr ist  wi l l  show others what a b less ing they enjoy,  and 
so God wi l l  be g lor i f ied in a l l  the ir  ways.    
 

The Divine ideal in  Christ ian marriage is for two believers 
to l ive together to the glory of  God 

 
However ,  i t  is  not a lways easy to reach th is ideal.  Due to c ircumstances in l i fe 
d if f icu lt ies do occur ,  and th is  lesson looks at  some common ones. Your tutor  may be 
able to g ive you indiv idual guidance on marr iage problems.  
 

One partner is converted after marriage 
Bapt ized bel ievers should marry bapt ized bel ievers (2 Cor inth ians 6:14, 1 Cor inthians 
7:39).  But what about those who are a lready marr ied when they learn the Gospel? 
Should they separate,  or  should they stay wi th their  unbel ieving par tner? This was a 
common problem in the days of  the apost les , when the Gospel spread quick ly and many 
people bel ieved and were bapt ized but  of ten their  par tners  remained unbel ievers.  W hat  
were they advised to do: break up and go their  separate ways, or  stay together  and work 
out their  problems?  
 
Paul  encouraged bel ievers in th is  s i tuat ion to remain marr ied:  

“To the res t I  say ( I ,  not the Lord) that i f  any brother has a wi fe who is an 
unbel iever,  and she consents to l ive wi th h im, he should not d ivorce her.  I f  any 
woman has a husband who is an unbel iever,  and he consents  to l ive with her,  she 
should not d ivorce him” (1 Cor inth ians 7:12,13).  

A marr ied person has a responsib i l i t y to h is (or  her)  partner and any chi ldren and, as a 
d isc ip le of  the Lord Jesus, should be more car ing and cons iderate than ever.  Every ef for t  
should be made to make the marr iage work . However ,  i f  the unbel ieving partner chooses 
to separate,  the bapt ized par tner  must accept th is:  

“ I f  any woman has a husband who is an unbel iever ,  and he consents to l ive with 
her ,  she should not d ivorce h im. For the unbel iev ing husband is made holy because 
of h is wife,  and the unbel iev ing wi fe is  made holy because of her husband. 
Otherwise your ch i ldren would be unc lean,  but as i t  is ,  they are holy .  But i f  the 
unbel iev ing par tner  separates , let  i t  be so …” (1 Cor inth ians 7:13-15) .  

The apost le  Peter wrote: 

“L ikewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even i f  some do not  
obey the word, they may be won wi thout a word by the conduct of their  wives— 
when they see your respectfu l and pure conduct”  (1 Peter 3:1,2) .  

Peter was think ing about a bel ieving wife marr ied to an unbel ieving husband, but h is 
advice is  equal ly important for  a bel iev ing husband marr ied to an unbel ieving wife. By 
remain ing together the bapt ized bel iever ’s Chr is t ian l iv ing may eventual ly encourage the 
unbel ieving par tner  to accept the Gospel .  
 
Similar ly,  bel ievers should not cut of f  other unbel ieving members of  their  family,  l ike 
parents or brothers and s isters . Bel ievers have a real oppor tuni ty and respons ibi l i t y to 
teach other fami ly members and so spread the Chr ist ian truth. 
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The Bible teaches that everything possible 
should be done to keep a marriage together 

 

Infertility in one of the partners 
Sadly,  some marr ied couples cannot  have chi ldren. This  may be due to some medical  
problem. The s i tuat ion can be very d is tress ing, but bel ievers must  accept that God is in  
control of  the ir  l ives and knows what is  best as He prepares them for His k ingdom 
(Romans 8:28).  In some countr ies a man is  expected to divorce a wife who cannot bear  
h im chi ldren, but the t rue bel iever must not do th is as the Bib le teaches that marr iage is  
for  l i fe.  The marr iage has not fai led i f  a couple cannot have chi ldren. God considers 
them to be man and wi fe and they should work  together in His Name.  
 
On the other hand, people are somet imes encouraged to have many chi ldren even 
though they cannot af ford to feed and c lothe them. I t  is  a great  respons ib i l i t y to have 
chi ldren and br ing them up proper ly.  So, as in everyth ing e lse in family l i fe,  the husband 
and wife should agree together on a p lanned family,  tak ing into considerat ion their  fami ly 
c ircumstances. 
 

Difficulties between husband and wife 
Abigai l  is  an Old Testament example of  a fai thfu l wife who had a d if f icu lt  marr iage. One 
of  her  servants  descr ibed her husband,  Nabal,  in  th is way:  

“… he is  such a worth less man that  one cannot  speak to him” (1 Samuel 25:17).   

Despite th is  Abigai l  was a lovely woman of  great fa i th  who tr ied to do good and s tayed 
wi th her  husband. Read 1 Samuel 25 to see how God b lessed her.  
 
Even when two Chr is t ians are marr ied there can be great unhappiness. This is  because 
we a l l  have human nature and f ind i t  easy to s in,  and so we can say and do unhelpfu l  
th ings, even to our husband or wife.  W e can be self ish and only see th ings our way. W e 
can be cr i t ica l of  our par tner ,  expect ing a lot  f rom them when we ourselves contr ibute 
very l i t t le  to the marr iage. I t  is  a lways much eas ier  to see another  person’s faults  rather  
than our  own (Mat thew 7:1-5) .   
 
I f  a Chr ist ian marr iage becomes less and less l ike the ideal of  Chr ist  and h is church, the 
couple need to d iscuss their  problems together and pray about them. A marr iage can fa i l  
because one or both of  the partners fa i l  to  put God in the centre of  their  l ives. They 
therefore need to be honest wi th themselves and open wi th each other in their  
d iscuss ions, and forg ive any wrongs. A bapt ized bel iever cannot expect God to forg ive 
h is own s ins i f  he is  not prepared to forg ive his par tner ’s fa i l ings. Disc ip les of  Chr is t  
must put every ef for t  into mak ing their  marr iage work , as th is is  what God wants.  Divorce 
is  not  an easy way out  – i t  is  hated by God. Paul  wrote: 

“… the wife should not separate f rom her husband  (but i f  she does, she should 
remain unmarr ied or e lse be reconc i led to her husband) , and the husband should 
not divorce his wife ” (1 Cor inth ians 7:10,11).  

Unfaithfulness in marriage 

The only except ion to the ru le that marr iage between bel ievers must a lways be for  l i fe  
may occur when one of  the partners  is  sexual ly unfai thfu l.  Jesus was once asked what 
he thought of  the Jewish pract ice that had developed of  grant ing easy divorce ( the 
author i t ies  s imply issued a cert i f icate and the marr iage was ended).  Jesus said, 

“Have you not read that he who created them f rom the beginning made them male 
and female, and said,  ‘Therefore a man shal l  leave h is fa ther and h is mother  and 
hold fas t to h is wife,  and they shal l  become one f lesh ’?  So they are no longer two 
but one f lesh …” (Mat thew 19:4-6).  

Jesus was quot ing f rom Genes is chapters 1 and 2, referr ing to the f irs t  ever marr iage.  
He showed that  God regards marr iage as b inding, for  he added,  “What therefore God 
has joined together,  le t  not man separate” .  Jesus said that d ivorce is  forb idden:  the 
only poss ible except ion is  when the marr iage is  broken by a sexual ac t outs ide marr iage:   



CHRISTADELPHIAN BIBLE COURSE 
Lesson 33 – Facing Problems in Marriage 

   Christadelphian Bible Mission Page 3 

“And I  say to you: whoever d ivorces h is wi fe, except for  sexual immoral i ty ,  and 
marr ies  another,  commits  adul tery” (Mat thew 19: 9) .  

See a lso Mat thew 5:32. The marr iage of  Chr ist ian bel ievers is  therefore for  l i fe.  
 
The marr iage is  put under great stra in i f  one partner has sex with someone e lse, but the 
couple should work  together  to save i t .  W e should be prepared to forg ive the wrong our  
marr iage partner has done against us i f  we want God to forg ive us when we s in agains t 
Him. However, i f  an unfai thfu l par tner cannot be won back, or  the couple separate or 
there is  a d ivorce, every care should be taken to l im it  the harm done to other members 
of  the fami ly.   
 

Polygamy 
Polygam y was sometimes pract ised in Bib le t imes. King David had several wives. King 
Solomon had hundreds of  wives and concubines. But the Divine ideal was a lways c lear:  
God meant  one man and one woman to l ive together as  man and wi fe.  
 
Polygam y caused d if f icu lt ies and unhappiness in the famil ies of  several Old Testament  
people. The jealousy between Jacob’s two wives created problems in the family.  Jesus 
made quite c lear  God’s in tent ion f rom beginning:   

“Therefore a man shal l  leave h is father and h is mother and hold fast to h is wife,  
and they shal l  become one f lesh” (Mat thew 19:5).  

Nobody should therefore take more than one wife. However ,  some husbands may a lready 
have more than one wife when they learn the Gospel .  W hat should they do – keep one 
wife and separate f rom the others , or  cont inue as they are? 
 
W e have a lready learned that a bapt ized bel iever has a greater  respons ib i l i t y than ever  
to h is (or  her)  fami ly.  Therefore, our  advice is  that  anyone wi th several  wives should st i l l  
regard h imself  as respons ib le for  them al l .  He should cont inue to be a good husband and 
a car ing father to a l l  his ch i ldren. The Chr istadelphian Bible Mission advises that a 
bapt ized bel iever  with more than one wife should not become an ‘e lder ’  of  a  
Chr is tadelphian ecc lesia, because h is s i tuat ion does not fo l low the advice of  the Lord 
Jesus. Paul  says:   

“Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife ,  sober-
minded, se lf-contro l led,  respectable, hospi table,  able to teach” (1 T imothy 3:2).   

Finding a husband or wife 
W e have learned that marr iage is  a very special  and solemn gif t  f rom God; we have a lso 
cons idered some of  the d if f icu l t ies that ar ise in marr iage. I t  is  c lear that the choice of  a 
marr iage par tner should be a matter  of  earnest prayer.  Abraham went to a great deal of  
ef for t  to f ind a sui table wife for  h is son, Isaac, and we need to take the same care and 
preparat ion, keeping in mind God’s purpose for  marr iage and the symbol  of  Chr ist  and 
h is church. 
 
True bel ievers should only marry someone who shares the same fai th .  However ,  
sometimes i t  is  very d if f icu l t  to f ind a suitable husband or wife.  I t  is  very natura l to want  
a beaut i fu l  wife or  a handsome husband, but  what real ly mat ters is  the spir i tua l qual i t y of  
the person (Proverbs 31:30) .  God looks upon the hear t ,  not on the outward appearance 
(1 Samuel 16:7) ,  and so should we. True marr iage is  a jo in ing together of  minds, and the 
couple should get  to know each other thoroughly and form a c lear understanding of  what  
is  real ly important to them before dec iding to marry. This is  the purpose of  courtsh ip.  
Some people who have rushed into marr iage have spent many years regrett ing the 
dec is ion they made, espec ia l ly i f  they have marr ied an unbel iever.  The Bib le very b lunt ly 
warns of  the consequences of  mak ing the wrong choice (Proverbs 21:9,19) .  
 

The wedding ceremony 
In Lesson 32 we learned that a bel iev ing couple should be jo ined together in  the 
presence of  God. Their  marr iage vows (promises) should be made before God as wel l  as  
in f ront of  human wi tnesses ( fami ly and f r iends) .  A s imple wedding serv ice is  a l l  that is  
necessary – the bui ld ing used and the food provided need not be expens ive. W hat is  
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impor tant  is  that the couple seek God’s  bless ing on their  marr iage and promise to l ive 
together before God for  the res t of  the ir  l ives. Marr iage vows are ser ious and must not  
be taken l ight ly.  W here the laws of  the country provide for  th is,  i t  is  a good idea to 
regis ter  the marr iage wi th the State and obtain a cer t i f icate, so that the marr iage is  
proper ly recognised by a l l .  This a lso emphasises the fact  that marr iage is  for  l i fe .   
 
Many people want to be marr ied in a church but do not care about the bel iefs of  the 
person tak ing the serv ice. Bapt ized bel ievers wi l l  not want to go to another church to be 
marr ied by someone who does not  understand true Bib le teaching. 
 
Some couples bel ieve that their  wedding needs to be very expens ive but cannot af ford i t  
and so they l ive together,  in tending to marry later .  But of ten their  marr iage does not  
happen. Their  chi ldren are then born outs ide marr iage, wi th a l l  the insecur i ty th is 
involves. 
 
Sometimes there is  a high ‘br ide pr ice ’ and i t  may take some t ime for  a young man to 
save enough money to pay for  the woman he loves. I f  the pr ice is  h igh, the man must  
wai t  unt i l  he has enough money.  Unt i l  they marry,  the partners should not have sexual 
intercourse. Of  course, Chr is t ian parents wi l l  encourage the young couple to star t  their  
l ives  together  in  the Lord wi thout  too many d if f icu lt ies l ike these. 
 
Disc ip les of  Chr ist  should marry before  l iv ing together.  Sex before marr iage is  a s in.  The 
Bib le says:  “Let marr iage be held in honour among a l l ,  and let  the marr iage bed be  
undef i led, for  God wi l l  judge the sexual ly  immoral  and adulterous”  (Hebrews 13:4) .   
 

A blessing from God 
Chr is t ian marr iage is  a great bless ing f rom God – one to be enjoyed together throughout 
a happy l i fe.  However ,  just because a husband and wife are both disc ip les of  the Lord  
Jesus does not mean that their  l i fe together wi l l  be trouble f ree. W ork ing through 
problems together in marr iage wi l l  s trengthen the bond and br ing great  happiness and 
contentment .  Fami ly l i fe ,  when i t  is  proper ly unders tood and l ived, is  a great  joy,  so 
much so that the return of  Chr is t  Jesus, when he comes to give immortal i t y to true 
bel ievers,  is  compared in  Scr ipture to the s tart  of  Chr ist ian marr ied l i fe :  

“Let us re jo ice and exult  and g ive h im the g lory , for  the marr iage of the Lamb 
(Chr is t)  has come, and h is Br ide (h is church of  t rue bel ievers)  has made herself  
ready” (Revelat ion 19:7) 

 

Verses to learn:  Hebrews 13:4   

Let marr iage be held in honour  among a l l ,  and le t  the marr iage bed be undef i led,  for  God 
wi l l  judge the sexual ly  immoral  and adul terous.   

 
Passages to read:  Genesis 24; Nehemiah 13:23-27; Psalm 128; 1 Timothy 2   
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Summary 

1.  Bel ievers who are a lready marr ied when they learn the Gospel must tr y to remain 
wi th their  unbel ieving par tners  and show them the way of  God. 

2.  For those who marry,  the ideal  is  one man for  one woman.  I f  a man a lready has 
more than one wife when he is  bapt ized,  then he should cont inue to be a good 
husband to h is wives and a car ing father to  a l l  h is  ch i ldren. He should not take any 
more wives. 

3.  Marr iage should be legal and the vows (promises) made in God’s presence.  
Marr iage vows are ser ious and must  not be taken l ight ly.  


