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THE DEVIL AND SIN  
 

Reading:  Hebrews 2:9-18  

 

Sin and temptation 
Sin comes f rom our minds. W e are tempted to s in by our own natural des ires . But the 
temptat ion i tself  is  not  s in – i t  is  par t  of  human nature. I t  is  when we g ive in to our wrong 
des ires and a l low them to become evi l  thoughts or  ac t ions that we s in: 

“But each person is  tempted when he is  lured and ent iced by his own desire .    
Then desire when it  has conceived gives birth to sin ,  and s in when i t  is  fu l ly  
grown br ings for th death” (James.1:14,15).  

Jesus himself  spoke of  s in and a lso showed that  i t  comes f rom the mind: 

“For from within, out  of the heart of  man,  come evi l  thoughts ,  sexual immoral i ty ,  
thef t ,  murder ,  adultery, covet ing, wickedness, decei t ,  sensual i ty ,  envy, s lander ,  
pr ide,  fool ishness.  All these evil  things come from within ,  and they def i le a 
person” (Mark  7:21-23).  

Jesus also showed that the evi l  thought can be as wrong as the ac t ion i tse lf :   

“You have heard that i t  was said, ‘You shal l  not commit adul tery. ’  But I  say to you 
that everyone who looks at a woman with lus tfu l  in tent has a l ready committed 
adultery  wi th her  in  h is heart ” (Matthew 5:27,28).   

Because s in is  caused by fa i lure to contro l our wrong des ires, James shows the 
impor tance of  keeping our des ires  under contro l :  

“What causes quarre ls  and what  causes f ights among you? Is  i t  not  th is,  that  your  
passions are at war within you? You desire  and do not have, so you murder .  You 
covet and cannot  obta in,  so you f ight and quarrel  …” (James 4:1,2) .  

Even the best of  us fa i l  to control our human des ires. Paul found i t  hard to do good and 
easy to do wrong (Romans 7:18,19).  Our  minds are natura l ly se lf -centred rather  than 
God-centred.  W e sin by seek ing our  own des ires rather than God’s wi l l .  
 

Overcoming sin 
Jesus had human nature l ike us  and was tempted as we are.  He had des ires  that  would 
have grown into s in i f  had he not kept them under contro l .  He was s in less because he 
never gave in to those des ires. His temptat ions in the wi lderness show that Jesus 
immediate ly recognised that these des ires were wrong. He chose to cut them f rom his  
th ink ing stra ight away, before they had t ime to grow into s infu l thoughts or ac t ions. His  
example shows us what the Bib le means by overcoming s in – to overcome the desires of 
our  own nature. 
 
The verses quoted above c lear ly show that  s in comes “ from with in” –  f rom our minds.  
There is  no supernatura l being that makes people do evi l .  W hen we s in i t  is  our faul t ,  
because we have fa i led to contro l our wrong des ires.  But none of  us  l ikes to be to ld,  
“You are wrong! ”  I t  is  much eas ier  to blame someone else!  To do th is is  to deceive 
ourselves: 

“The hear t  is  deceit fu l  above a l l  th ings,  and desperate ly s ick …” (Jeremiah 17:9).   

False teaching about  the devi l  and satan come f rom want ing to b lame someone e lse.  
 
W hen God cal led Adam out of  h id ing (Genesis 3)  and asked h im i f  he had eaten of  the 
Tree of  the Knowledge of  Good and Evi l ,  Adam answered, 

“The woman whom you gave to be with me,  she gave me frui t  o f  the tree, and I  a te ”.  

Adam was t rying to b lame God for  g iv ing h im the woman, and b lame the woman for  
g iving h im the f ru it .  But i t  was h is own fault  – he made the wrong choice. Eve blamed the 
serpent .  Adam and Eve d id not want to take the b lame for  disobeying God. The f irs t  s tep 
to overcoming s in is  to  accept  that the problem l ies wi th in our  se lves. 
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The meaning of the word ‘devil’  
I t  surpr ises many people to f ind that the f irs t  t ime the devi l  is  ment ioned in the Bible is  
in the New Testament ,  when we are to ld about the temptat ion of  Jesus in the wi lderness.  
I f  the devi l  is  an a l l-powerfu l  wicked being,  where was i t  in Old Testament  t imes?  
 
The words ‘devi l ’  and ‘satan’ are both used in the temptat ion of  Jesus. In Lesson 17 we 
saw that the tempter of  Jesus could not have been an a l l-powerfu l evi l  be ing. The wor ld 
belongs to God and no one e lse was able to of fer  i t  to Jesus. Also,  Jesus would not have 
fol lowed such a being,  knowing h im to be evi l ,  to Jerusalem or  anywhere e lse!  
 
The word ‘devi l ’  is  an ord inary Greek word (d iabolos)  which means ‘s landerer ’  or  ‘ fa lse 
accuser ’ .  I t  is  occas ional ly used about  people who say wrong th ings about others:   

“Older women l ikewise are to be reverent in behav iour ,  not slanderers or s laves to 
much wine” (T i tus  2:3) .  

See a lso 1 T imothy 3:11 and 2 T imothy 3:3. The word is  used of  Judas Iscar iot  who 
betrayed Jesus: 

“Jesus answered them, ‘Did I  not choose you, the Twelve? And yet one of you is  a 
devi l . ’  He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscar iot ,  for  he,  one of  the Twelve, was 
going to betray  him” (John 6:70,71) .  

But  th is same word ‘devi l ’  is  used in  the New Testament to represent human s infu lness.  
 

‘Devil’ is used in the Bible to describe sin 
1 John 3:4-7 and 1 John 3:8-10 conta in many very s imilar  ideas. The fo l lowing 
compar ison helps us to understand the way the Bib le uses the term ‘devi l ’ :   
 

1 JOHN 3:5   1 JOHN 3:8  

You know that he (Jesus) appeared to take 
away sins, and in him there is no sin.  

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy 
the works of the devil.  

 
W e see that  “ to  destroy the works  of the dev i l ”  is  the same as “ to  take away s ins”.   
 
Hebrews 2:14 says that the devi l  “has the power  of death”.  I t  is  sin  that leads to death:   

“Therefore, just  as s in came into the wor ld through one man,  and death through 
sin ,  and so death spread to al l  men because al l  sinned  …” (Romans 5:12) 

“For  the wages of  sin is death  …” (Romans 6:23).    

Therefore, the devi l  represents s in.  The fo l lowing verses show that what the Bib le says 
about  the devi l ,  i t  says about s in.  This  shows s in and the devi l  are the same. 
 
 

The devil is the enemy of God (James 4:7) ... so is sin (Romans 6:13). 

The devil is the tempter of man (Matthew 4:1) ... so are sinful desires  

    (James 1:13-15). 

The devil is deceitful (Revelation 12:9) ... so is sin (Romans 7:11). 

The devil causes death (Hebrews 2:14)   ... so does sin (Romans 5:12). 

The devil was destroyed by Christ’s death (Hebrews 2:14) ... so was sin (Romans 6:6). 

 
 
 

 
 

A closer look at Hebrews 2:14 
1 John 3 told us that Jesus came to destroy the “works of  the dev i l ” .  Hebrews 2:14 te l ls  
us that Jesus came to destroy the devi l ,  as  wel l  as h is works: 
 
 

The devil  is used in the New Testament  to represent sin. 
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HEBREWS 2:14 MEANING 

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, 
 
he himself likewise partook of the same things,  
 
that through death he might destroy the one who has 
the power of death, that is, the devil …  

Believers share human nature, 
 
and so Jesus himself also had human nature 
 
so that through his death he would destroy sin. 

This verse says that Jesus was born as a human being so that he could destroy the devi l  
through his death. This means that Jesus overcame his natural des ires and so 
conquered s in for  h imself .  
 
The verse presents  problems to those who bel ieve that the devi l  is  a powerfu l  evi l  be ing.  

•  I t  says Jesus has al ready destroyed the devi l .  So why do people wrongly bel ieve 
that  the devi l  ex is ts today as a supernatura l evi l  spir i t? 

•  I f  the devi l  is  an a l l-powerfu l evi l  being,  then why does th is  verse emphas ise that  
Jesus had to have human nature to destroy the devi l?   

•  How could Jesus by his death  destroy the devi l  i f  i t  was a supernatura l evi l  
be ing? Surely i t  would have been better  for  Jesus to be immortal l ike the angels.  
A dying person is  very unl ikely to win such a bat t le!  

 
The devi l  which Jesus destroyed was really the desire to sin which was in him ,  as i t  
is  in a l l  human beings. Jesus inher i ted human nature wi th th is  tendency f rom his  mother .  
I t  was essent ial  that he had our nature so that he could exper ience temptat ions to s in 
and overcome these temptat ions.  This is  why the verse emphasises the fac t that Jesus 
had the same nature as we have. The f ina l  temptat ion Jesus needed to overcome was 
the temptat ion to avoid death on the cross. Having overcome th is,  he had complete ly 
conquered – or destroyed – s in. This is  why the verse te l ls  us that Jesus destroyed the 
devi l  by h is death, and why 1 John 3:8 says he appeared  “ to destroy the works of the 
dev i l ” .  Jesus complete ly destroyed s in for himself  because when he died he destroyed 
the very nature that could be tempted. He can no longer be tempted now!  

“… he (Jesus)  has appeared once for  a l l  at  the end of the ages to put away s in by  
the sacr i f ice of h imsel f ”  (Hebrews 9:26) .   

 
 
     
 
 
Jesus l ived a perfect l i fe .  He “ in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet  without 
s in”  (Hebrews 4:15).  By conquer ing s in for  h imself  Jesus has made i t  poss ib le for  our 
s ins to be forg iven. 
 

Why does the Bible use the term ‘the devil’? 
The word ‘devi l ’  is  used in the Bib le to represent s in.  I t  is  an example of  personif icat ion 
– speak ing of  something as i f  i t  were a person. But why is  i t  that the Bib le so of ten uses 
the word ‘devi l ’  ins tead of  jus t saying ‘s in ’? And why does i t  speak of  th is devi l  as i f  i t  
were descr ibing someone wi th tremendous power? I t  is  surely so that we can understand 
just how powerfu l and decei t fu l  s in is ,  to make us real ise how much we need to f ight  
against i t  each day.  In the temptat ion of  Jesus, the devi l  is  used as pic ture language to 
descr ibe the bat t le  that took p lace in  Jesus ’ mind.   
 
This batt le against h is own des ires  required al l  the strength he possessed. This is  why 
the temptat ions to s in are descr ibed as a great power – the devi l .   I t  shows us how much 
we need to f ight against s in each day and helps us to apprec iate what the Lord d id for  us 
in overcoming s in. 
 

One all-powerful Creator 
God is a l l-powerfu l  and created a l l  th ings.  There is  no supernatura l being at work  in the 
universe to oppose Him. God would not have created such a being. However , people  

Jesus destroyed the devi l  by his death 
Jesus put  away – or overcame – sin 
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throughout the ages have thought that  there is  a great power  opposed to God.  The 
anc ient Pers ians bel ieved in two great powers. The f irs t  was thought to be the creator of  
l ight and goodness,  and the second the creator of  darkness and evi l .  In answer to this  
wrong bel ief ,  God sent  th is message: 

“ I  am the LORD, and there is no other,  besides me there is no God ;  I  equip you, 
though you do not know me, that people may know, from the r is ing of the sun and 
from the west ,  that there is  none bes ides me; I  am the LORD, and there is no 
other .  I  form l ight and create darkness, I  make well-being and create calamity ,  
I  am the LORD, who does al l  these th ings” ( Isa iah 45:5,7) .  

The great Creator is  the only great power in the universe, and controls everyth ing. The 
only opposit ion to God is from sin in the minds and l ives of men and women. There 
is no all-powerful  ev i l  being which some cal l  the devil  and others call  satan. 
 
The idea of  an evi l  be ing – a devi l  or  satan – that has ex isted through the centur ies does 
not f i t  wi th the teaching of  Scr ipture that God a lone has immorta l i t y (1 T imothy 6:16).  
God would not g ive immortal i t y to a being that chal lenged His great purpose!  Some 
wrongly bel ieve that an angel s inned and became the devi l  or  satan, but angels cannot 
s in or  d ie (Lesson 28) – and we are told the devi l  was destroyed when Jesus d ied!   
 

Symbols for sin 
The serpent was an animal (Genes is 3:1,14).  God a l lowed i t  to speak, just as He a l lowed 
Balaam’s donkey to speak (Numbers 22:28) .  God used the serpent to tes t Adam and Eve 
– and they fa i led. The serpent d id not make them eat the f ru it  – i t  just provided the test .  
Adam and Eve decided for  themselves.   
 
Af ter  th is the serpent became a symbol for  s in,  just as the devi l  is  a symbol for  s in.  In  
the last lesson we saw that ‘satan’  means ‘adversary’  or  ‘opposer ’ ,  but i t  can a lso be 
used as a symbol – for  anyth ing that opposes God, inc luding s in. This  is  why ‘satan’ is  
used (as wel l  as  ‘devi l ’ )  in the temptat ions of  Jesus, because Jesus ’ des ires were 
oppos ing God’s wi l l .  Revelat ion is  a book ful l  of  symbols , and the serpent ,  satan and the 
devi l  are al l  brought together in Revelat ion 12:9 to show, in p icture language, the f ina l  
removal of  s in f rom the earth. 
 

We cannot help ourselves, so what are we to do?  
I t  is  very important to unders tand that s in is  unacceptable to God. I t  comes f rom our 
minds and so the problem l ies wi th in us. W e are respons ib le for  our own s ins and cannot 
b lame anyone e lse. I t  is  only when we accept this that we can begin to unders tand our 
need of  forgiveness and God’s grace and mercy to us . Then we wi l l  be ready to turn to 
God and repent (be tru ly sorry for  our  s ins  and seek forg iveness) ,  and make a new s tar t  
in l i fe through bapt ism. I t  is  only through repentance and bapt ism that our s ins can be 
complete ly forg iven. This is  d iscussed in the next  lesson. 
 

 

Verses to learn: James 1:14,15  

But each person is  tempted when he is  lured and ent iced by h is own des ire.   Then des ire 
when i t  has conceived g ives b ir th to s in,  and s in when i t  is  fu l ly  grown br ings for th death. 
 
Passages to read:  Psalm 14:2,3; James 1:12-27; Romans 6; Romans 7:14-25;  
Galat ians 5:16-24 
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Summary 

1.  Sin comes f rom our minds. W e are tempted to s in by our own natura l des ires . 

2.  The word 'devi l '  means ‘s landerer ’  or  ‘ fa lse accuser ’ .  I t  is  used in the Bib le as a 
symbol for  s in.  There is  no supernatura l evi l  be ing. 

3.  Jesus overcame s in in  h imself  – he destroyed the devi l  through h is  death. 

4.  Our s ins can be forg iven i f  we repent and are bapt ized. 


