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ANGELS  
 

Reading:  Hebrews 1    

 

Who are the angels? 
The Bib le word ‘angel ’  means ‘messenger ’ .  The angels  are God’s messengers . They 
were present at  creat ion and are at  work  for  God in the wor ld. They are immortal  beings 
and cannot  s in.  W e are not to ld how many angels there are, but we know that  there are 
many of  them. Jesus once said that he could have cal led for  “more than twelve legions of  
angels”  to help h im – that  is ,  more than 72,000 angels (Mat thew 26:53).  The angels  
represent  God and act  with His author i ty and power  to do His wi l l .  

 
The work of angels 
The Bible te l ls  us that  angels:  

•  g ive God’s  messages 

•  gu ide people 

•  protect  and del iver God’s people 

•  punish people. 
 
W e wil l  look at examples of  each of  these in turn. 
 

1. Examples of angels giving God’s messages 

There are many examples of  angels g iv ing messages to people.  Here are a few. 

 

2. Examples of angels guiding people 

•  Abraham did not want h is son, Isaac, to have a wife f rom the ungodly people 
around, so he asked h is servant to f ind a godly woman. God used an angel to  
guide the servant  to Rebekah (Genes is  24:7) .   

•  W hen Moses led the people of  Israel  through the wi lderness, a p i l lar  of  c loud went  
before them by day and a pi l lar  of  f i re by n ight .  An angel of  God was in the p i l lar ,  
to guide and protec t them. Exodus 13:21 says that “ the LORD went before them” ,  

REFERENCE DETAILS 

Genes is  18 God to ld Abraham that he and Sarah would have a son. The three angels 
who appeared and gave this message to Abraham looked l ike ord inary 
men.  At other t imes angels can look very d i f ferent,  espec ia l ly when they 
are d isplaying God’s g lory.  No man has seen or can see God (1 T imothy 
6:16) and when His purpose requires a vis ib le presence, He sends His  
angels.  

Genes is  
19:1-5 

Two of  the angels who spoke to Abraham then went on to v is i t  Lot,  
Abraham’s nephew, to warn h im that  God was about to destroy Sodom. 
The men of  Sodom thought that  the angels were men. 

Genes is  
22:11,15 

An angel ca l led out of  heaven to s top Abraham f rom k i l l ing h is son, 
Isaac, as a sacr i f ice. The angel then b lessed Abraham for his fa i th and 
obedience. 

Exodus 3 God to ld Moses that he was to del iver the people of  Israel f rom their  
s lavery in Egypt and lead them to the land of  Canaan. The angel who 
gave this  message to Moses was in the f ire  of  the burn ing bush. Later,  an 
angel gave God’s laws to Moses (Exodus 19,  Acts 7:38) .  

Judges 6:11-
24 

An angel to ld Gideon that God would help h im f ight Israel ’s  enemies. The 
angel then d isappeared in the f ire of  the sacr i f ice that Gideon had made. 

Luke 1:11-19 The angel Gabr ie l to ld Zechar iah that he and h is wife, El izabeth, would 
have a son. This chi ld  was la ter  known as John the Bapt ist .  

Luke 1:26-33 The angel Gabr ie l  to ld Mary that she would be the mother of  Jesus.  
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because the angel  was represent ing God Himself  (see also Exodus 14:19;  
23:20,21) .  Even though God’s angel was wi th the people of  Israel a l l  the t ime they 
were in the wi lderness, they st i l l  rebel led against God. The angel d id not stop 
them f rom sinning. 

•  An angel guided Phi l ip to  meet an Eth iopian, so that the man could learn about  
the Lord Jesus f rom Phil ip (Acts 8:26-39) .  

 

3. Examples of angels protecting and delivering God’s people 

•  Danie l ’s  three f r iends refused to worship a statue that  the King of  Babylon had 
made and were thrown into a f iery furnace.  An angel del ivered them (Danie l 3:28).  

•  Danie l was thrown into a den of  l ions for  cont inuing to pray to God despite a law 
forb idding i t .  An angel shut the l ions ’ mouths and Danie l came out unharmed 
(Daniel  6:19-22).  

•  An angel re leased the apost les  f rom pr ison (Acts 5:17-19) .  On another  occas ion 
an angel  rescued Peter f rom pr ison (Acts  12:6-17) .  

 

4. Examples of angels punishing people 

•  K ing Hezek iah prayed to God for  help when the Assyr ian army surrounded 
Jerusalem. God sent an angel to k i l l  a l l  the Assyr ian sold iers and rescue the c i ty –  
the Assyr ians had dared to bel i t t le  God (2 Kings 19:35) .  

•  God sent an angel to  destroy King Herod because of  h is great pr ide (Acts 12:23) .   
 

What do angels look like? 
Angels usual ly do their  work  without being seen. El isha’s servant  was f r ightened when 
the Syr ian army was hunt ing them, but El isha knew that God would help. W hen El isha 
asked God to open h is  servant ’s  eyes,  the servant saw that  there were a large number of 
God’s  angels  al l  around to protec t them (2 Kings 6:17) .  But the angels were not  v is ib le to 
anyone else.   
 
W e have a lready seen that the angels who appeared to Abraham and Lot looked l ike 
men, so they d id not  have wings. W e have a lso seen that angels could be in  f i re and 
c loud, as in the burn ing bush and the p i l lar  of  c loud in the wi lderness. This shows that  
angels do not have any part icu lar  form and can appear  or d isappear as they choose, l ike 
the one who v is i ted Gideon. 
 
The account of  the resurrec t ion of  Jesus shows that angels can be terr i f ying in their 
appearance when they d isp lay God’s  g lory: 

“And behold,  there was a great ear thquake, for  an angel  of the Lord descended 
from heaven and came and ro l led back the stone and sat  on i t .  H is appearance was 
l ike l ightn ing, and h is c loth ing whi te as snow.  And for  fear of h im the guards 
trembled and became l ike dead men” (Matthew 28:2-4) .  

The angel  who to ld Phi l ip to meet  the Eth iopian is  descr ibed as “a spir i t ”  (Acts 8:26,29) .  
Hebrews 1:14 a lso descr ibes angels as spir i ts .  The word ‘sp ir i t ’  shows that they are not  
morta l creatures l ike us.  From Luke 20:34-36 we learn that  the angels cannot s in or  d ie 
and do not  marry.  
 

Jesus and the angels 
Angels appeared separate ly to Mary, Joseph and the shepherds, to te l l  them about the 
b ir th of  Jesus. Herod wanted to k i l l  baby Jesus and so an angel  to ld Joseph to take Mary 
and the chi ld to Egypt.  Later ,  an angel to ld Joseph when i t  was safe for  them to go 
home. 
 
Psalm 91:11 prophes ied that  the angels would p lay a part  in  Jesus’ l i fe .  In  Matthew 4:11 
we read that af ter  h is temptat ion in the wi lderness, angels “came and were min ister ing to 
(serv ing)  h im”.  The angels  may have brought  h im food af ter  h is long fas t.  
 
In the Garden of  Gethsemane, when Jesus knew that  h is cruc if ix ion was near ,  he prayed 
that  he might  do God’s wi l l ,  and God sent  an angel to  strengthen h im (Luke 22:43) .  
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Jesus could have avoided being arrested by ask ing God to send thousands of  angels to 
rescue h im, but Jesus was wi l l ing to d ie for  us . I t  was the only way that we could be 
helped out of  our  s infu l s tate. 
 
W e might have expected God to make His Son l ike an angel ,  but  ins tead he was made 
l ike us. As a human being Jesus could exper ience temptat ion, suf fer ing and then death,  
but angels cannot s in and cannot d ie. The fo l lowing passages are about Jesus before h is 
death: 

“Therefore he had to be made l ike his brothers in every respect ,  so that he might  
become a merc ifu l  and fa ithfu l h igh pr iest in the serv ice of God, to make 
propit iat ion (a cover ing)  for  the s ins of the people” (Hebrews 2:17)   

 “… for a l i t t le whi le was made lower than the angels  … because of the suffer ing 
of  death” (Hebrews 2:9).  

Angels were present  when Jesus rose f rom the dead. Imagine their  joy!  Jesus had 
tr iumphed over s in and death.  He was then exal ted to g lory and made higher than the 
angels.  He no longer had human nature: 

“Af ter  mak ing pur i f icat ion for  s ins, he (Jesus)  sat down at the r ight hand of the 
Majesty on h igh, hav ing become as much super ior  to angels as the name he has 
inher i ted is  more excel lent than theirs ” (Hebrews 1:3,4).   

The honour of  s i t t ing at God’s r ight hand is for  the Lord Jesus Chr ist  a lone, and no angel  
has ever been pr iv i leged in this way (Hebrews 1:13).  By contrast the angels are 
descr ibed as God’s  min isters,  or  servants: 

“Of the angels  he (God)  says,  ‘He makes h is angels winds,  and h is min is ters a 
f lame of  f i re ’ ” (Hebrews 1:7).  

Angels do not sin – they do God’s will 
There are no angels  that  s in.  Psalm 103:20,21 shows that a l l  God’s  angels  do His wi l l :    

“Bless the LORD, O you h is  angels ,  you mighty ones who do h is word,  obey ing the  
voice of h is word! Bless the LORD, all  h is hosts ,  h is  min isters , who do his wi l l ! ”  

The angels can enter God’s holy presence, which shows that i t  is  impossib le for  angels  
to s in,  for  no s inner can approach God and l ive. 
 
God brought the people of  Israel  out  of  Egypt under the leadership of  Moses.  At f i rs t  the 
Egypt ians refused to re lease the people, and God punished the Egypt ians by sending 
p lagues. Descr ib ing what happened,  the Psalmist says that God:   

“… let loose on them his burn ing anger ,  wrath, ind ignat ion, and d is tress , a company 
of  destroy ing angels” (Psalm 78:49) .   

The angels themselves were not evi l  and did not s in.  They were doing God’s work . God 
sent them to br ing about the p lagues,  to punish the Egypt ians and show that He was in 
control .   
 
But what about 2 Peter 2:4, which says:  “For i f  God d id  not spare angels  when they 
s inned”? The Bib le word ‘angel ’  means ‘messenger ’ .  I t  can e ither  refer to  heavenly 
messengers (angels) ,  or  to earth ly messengers (human beings who carr ied a message) .  
The word i tse lf  does not make i t  c lear whether a heavenly or an ear th ly messenger is  
being descr ibed, and the context of  the passage is used to dec ide. The context of  2 
Peter 2:4 does not provide any c lear ind icat ion and th is  has caused confus ion.  We 
bel ieve that  th is verse refers  to the inc ident recorded in Numbers  16, when some 
leaders in Is rael s inned and d ied as a result .  So these ‘angels ’  would be people who 
should have known and acted bet ter .  
 

 

malak (a Hebrew word) = angelos (a Greek word) = messenger 

can refer to: 

heavenly messenger (angel)  OR earthly messenger (human being) 
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The angels and true believers 
Even though we do not see them, the angels  are at work  look ing af ter  true bel ievers: 

"Are they ( the angels)  not a l l  min is ter ing spir i ts ,  sent out to  serve for the sake of  
those who are to inherit  salvation?” (Hebrews 1:14) .  

This verse c lear ly shows that the angels do not work  on behalf  of  everyone – they care 
for  those who fear  God.  Psalm 34:7 has th is  lovely message of  comfort :  

“The angel of  the LORD encamps round those who fear him ,  and del ivers them.”  

W e are to ld that the angels rejo ice when a s inner repents (Luke 15:10).  
 
Although the angels p lay a par t  in the l ives  of  t rue bel ievers, th is does not mean that  
bel ievers wi l l  never have dif f icu lt  t imes. For tr ia ls can teach us lessons and br ing us  
c loser  to God.  Nor wi l l  angels necessar i ly s top bel ievers f rom sinning,  jus t as the angel  
in the wi lderness d id not s top the people of  Israel s inning. They of ten work  to help 
bel ievers in ways we do not  unders tand. 
 

The future work of the angels 
The Lord Jesus Chr is t  wi l l  soon return to th is ear th, but no-one knows when, not even 
the angels in heaven (Mark  13:32) .  W hen he does return, the angels wi l l  come wi th him.  
2 Thessalonians 1:7 ta lks of  the t ime: 

“… when the Lord Jesus is  revealed from heaven with h is  mighty  angels”.   

According to the parables of  Jesus, angels wi l l  be involved in gather ing people together 
to appear before the judgement seat of  Chr ist .  At that t ime, the saints ( true bel ievers) 
wi l l  be made l ike the angels.  Angels are immorta l and the fo l lowers  of  Chr ist  can become 
l ike them, as  Jesus once said:  

"The sons of th is age marry and are g iven in marr iage,  but  those who are 
cons idered wor thy to at ta in to that age and to the resurrec t ion from the dead 
nei ther marry nor  are g iven in marr iage, for  they cannot d ie anymore, because they 
are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrect ion” (Luke 
20:34-36).  

 

A verse to learn:  Hebrews 1:14    

Are they not a l l  minis ter ing spir i ts  sent out  to serve for  the sake of those who are to 
inher i t  salvat ion?  

 
Verses to read:   
There are many references in th is lesson that wi l l  he lp you to learn about the angels and 
the work  they do for  God.    
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Summary 

1.  The angels are God’s  messengers . They represent God and act wi th His author i ty 
and power  to do His wi l l .  Angels  guide, protect,  del iver  and punish.  

2.  The angels look af ter  t rue bel ievers , but  do not  necessar i ly stop them f rom sinning. 

3.  Angels usual ly do their  work  unseen. W hen they were seen, they appeared in many 
d if ferent  forms. 

4.  The angels are immorta l and cannot s in.  They do not marry.  In God’s k ingdom, 
bel ievers wi l l  be l ike th is.  

5.  As a human being Jesus was made lower than the angels .  Af ter  h is resurrec t ion he 
was exalted to glory and made h igher than them. 

6.  The angels wi l l  accompany Jesus when he returns to the earth. 

7.  The Bible word ‘angel ’  can refer  to  human messengers. 


