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IMMORTAL LIFE 
 

Reading: John 3 

 

Mortality and immortality 
God formed Adam f rom the dust of  the ground and breathed in to him the breath of  l i fe ,  
and so the f irs t  man became a l iv ing creature. But Adam sinned and so became a dying 
creature because the punishment for  s in is  death (Romans 6:23).  W e are a l l  morta l 
(dying creatures) because we are descended f rom Adam and l ike him we too have s inned 
(Romans 5:12).  God does not a l low s inners  to l ive for  ever .  
 
The l i fe we now enjoy is  soon over .  I t  is  l ikened to a vapour  or  mis t:  

“What is  your l i fe? For you are a mist that appears for  a l i t t le t ime and then 
vanishes” (James 4:14).   

By contras t,  God is  immorta l.  Psalm 90 te l ls  us that God is “ from ever las t ing to 
ever last ing” .  This means that God has always ex is ted and a lways wi l l .  W e cannot 
understand th is as  we are bound by t ime.  Psalm 90 contras ts God’s nature wi th man’s : 
 

GOD’S ENDLESS NATURE (PSALM 90:2) MAN’S DYING NATURE (PSALM 90:10) 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you 
had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting 
to everlasting you are God. 

The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason 
of strength eighty; yet their span is but toil and 
trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. 

 
1 T imothy 6:15,16 says that God: 

“ is  the b lessed and only Sovereign, the King of  k ings and Lord of  lords , who alone 
has immortal ity ,  who dwel ls  in unapproachable l ight,  whom no one has ever seen 
or can see. To him be honour and eternal dominion. Amen”.   

These verses seem to say that the Lord God is the only immorta l being, but we know that  
Jesus conquered s in and is  now immorta l .  Also, the angels do not d ie (Luke 20:35,36) .  
The verses quoted above are real ly saying that God is the only source  of  immorta l i t y.  He 
is  the only One who has a lways ex is ted and who can g ive immorta l i t y to others . He 
ra ised Jesus f rom the dead and gave h im immortal i t y.  The angels have their  immorta l i t y 
f rom God. Apar t  f rom God,  only the Lord Jesus Chr is t  and the angels are now immorta l.  
 
The good news is that  i t  is  poss ib le for  us to become immortal ,  through the saving work 
of  Jesus. W e read that he “abol ished death and brought l i fe and immorta l i ty  to l ight 
through the gospel ” (2 T imothy 1:10) .  
 

Immortal life is not for everybody 
The promise of  l i fe for  evermore is  made only to those who respond to God’s love. W e al l  
have a choice:   

“He (God) wil l  render  (g ive)  to each one according to h is works :  to those who by 
pat ience in wel l-doing seek  for glory and honour and immortal ity ,  he wi l l  g ive 
eternal  l i fe;  but  for  those who are self-seeking  and do not obey the truth, but  obey 
unr ighteousness, there wi l l  be wrath and fury. There wi l l  be tr ibu lat ion and d istress 
for  every human being who does ev i l  … but g lory and honour and peace for  
everyone who does good …” (Romans 2:6-10).   

I f  we seek our  own desires rather than immorta l i t y,  then there is  no hope of  a future l i fe.  
 
Immorta l l i fe is  God’s g if t .  None of  us, however good we are, deserves i t .  As  s inners,  the  
best we can expect  is  to  enjoy some of  the benef i ts  of  l i fe on th is p lanet for  about  70 or  
80 years  at the most .  So unless we have the Bib le hope of  immorta l l i fe  in Jesus Chr is t  
we wi l l  go to the grave, corrupt to dust and not  share the b lessings of  God’s  future 
k ingdom on ear th. 
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Al l  the great Bib le characters  who bel ieved God’s promises had th is hope. Paul  and 
John, l ike other apost les , looked forward to eternal l i fe (T itus  1:1,2; 1 John 2:25) .  
Hebrews 11 l is ts  many Old Testament people of  fa i th who looked forward to a better  t ime 
to come in the future. 
 
Immorta l l i fe wi l l  be g iven by Jesus Chr is t  to the fa ithfu l a t  the judgement that fo l lows 
the resurrect ion f rom the dead.  Jesus said: 

“And this  is  the wi l l  o f  h im who sent me, that  I  should lose noth ing of a l l  that he has 
g iven me, but  ra ise i t  up on the las t day. For th is  is  the wi l l  of  my Father ,  that  
everyone who looks on the Son and bel ieves in h im should have eternal l i fe,  and I  
wil l  raise him up on the last  day ” (John 6:39,40).   

The “ last  day”  wi l l  be when Chr is t  Jesus returns: 

“For the Son of Man (Jesus) is  going to come wi th h is angels in  the g lory of h is  
Father,  and then  he wi l l  repay each person according to what he has done” 
(Mat thew 16:27) .  

The apost le  Paul wrote of  his  hope:   

“Henceforth there is  la id up for  me the crown of r ighteousness, which the Lord, the 
r ighteous judge, wi l l  award to me on that Day, and not only to me but a lso to all  
who have loved his appearing ”  (2 T imothy 4:8) .  

Eternal life, everlasting life and immortality 
The phrases ‘eternal l i fe ’  and ‘ever last ing l i fe’  come f rom the same Greek word and so 
mean the same. The phrase ‘e ternal l i fe ’  is  s l ight ly d if ferent  f rom the idea of  immorta l i t y.  

•  Immorta l i t y is  God’s g if t  of  endless l i fe.  I t  is  the oppos i te of  our present  dying 
state of  morta l i t y (1 Cor inth ians 15:53) .  

•  The phrase ‘eternal l i fe ’  refers to the qual i t y of  l i fe that wi l l  be l ived by true  
bel ievers when they are made immorta l .  I t  contains the idea of  ‘ l i fe of  the age to 
come’.  

 
W hen the Lord Jesus Chr is t  returns, t rue bel ievers wi l l  be g iven a p lace in God’s 
k ingdom and be made immorta l.  Their  minds wi l l  a lso be changed to become complete ly 
f ree f rom sin and temptat ion and f i l led only wi th the ways and pr incip les of  God. Then 
they wi l l  t ru ly know God and l ive in perfect harmony wi th Him. This is  what the Bib le 
means by eternal l i fe – i t  is  a qual i t y of  l i fe  that shows God’s wonderfu l character,  the 
type of  l i fe that the Lord Jesus showed us. 
 
Although we do not have immortal i t y now, there is  a sense in which bel ievers can have 
eternal  l i fe now. Just  before he d ied,  Jesus prayed: 

“Father,  the hour has come; g lor i fy  your Son that the Son may g lor i fy  you, s ince 
you have g iven h im author i ty  over a l l  f lesh, to g ive eternal l i fe to a l l  whom you have 
g iven h im. And this is eternal l i fe ,  that they know  you the only true God,  and 
Jesus Chr ist  whom you have sent” (John 17:1-3).   

These verses show that those who choose to f i l l  the ir  thoughts and minds with the th ings 
of  God in this  l i fe can be descr ibed as having eternal l i fe now. So i f  we l ive in harmony 
wi th God and the Lord Jesus now, i t  can be said of  us  that:   

“God gave us  eternal  l i fe ,  and th is l i fe is  in  h is Son” (1 John 5:11).  

I f  we cont inue to l ive in this  tru ly godly way,  God by His  grace wi l l  reward us wi th 
immorta l i t y and we wi l l  l ive for  ever in perfect harmony wi th Him. So the l i fe we wi l l  then 
enjoy wi l l  be both eternal and immorta l.  But i f  we do not  seek to know God and pract ise 
the qual i t ies of  eternal  l i fe now by fo l lowing the example of  the Lord Jesus, then God wi l l  
not g ive us immortal i ty when the Lord Jesus returns.  This shows how impor tant i t  is  to 
make every ef for t  to leave the ways and th ink ing of  the wor ld and set our minds on the 
th ings of  God. 
 
There is  a d if ference between knowing about God and knowing God.  Only by reading and 
prayerfu l ly th ink ing about the message of  the Bible can we come to know and tru ly love 
God.  W e must do th is to  have eternal  l i fe.  
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The saints 
Sin separates  us f rom God. God is pure and r ighteous and so tota l ly separate  f rom the 
th ink ing, des ires, ambit ions and ways of  al l  men and women. In th is way God is holy 
( ‘separate ’ or  ‘set apart ’ ) .  I f  we want to be God’s chi ldren we must separate  ourselves 
f rom the th ink ing and evi l  prac t ices of  the wor ld around us – we must try to be holy l ike 
God Himself :  

“As obedient ch i ldren, do not be conformed to the pass ions of your former 
ignorance, but as he who cal led you is  holy,  you a lso be holy in  a l l  your  conduct,  
s ince i t  is  wr i t ten,  ‘You shal l  be holy,  for  I  am holy . ’ ”  (1 Peter 1:14-16) .  

On the f i rs t  day of  creat ion God separated l ight f rom darkness.  The Bib le uses l ight to 
represent God’s ways and darkness to represent s in (1 John 1:5-7).  W e should tr y to be  
as far  f rom sin as  l ight  is  f rom darkness: 

“The n ight  is  far  gone; the day is  at hand. So then let  us cast off  the works of  
darkness and put  on the armour of  l ight .  Let  us  walk proper ly as in the daytime ,  
not in org ies and drunkenness, not in sexual immoral i ty  and sensual i ty ,  not in 
quarre l l ing and jealousy. But put  on the Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  and make no prov is ion 
for  the f lesh,  to grat i fy  i ts  des ires” (Romans 13:12-14).  

The Bib le word ‘sa int ’  means ‘holy’ .  I t  is  used to descr ibe true bel ievers because in their  
l ives they separate  themselves f rom the evi l  inf luences of  the wor ld around them and 
show the qual i t ies of  eternal l i fe now. The apost le Paul of ten descr ibed bel ievers in this 
way:  

“Paul ,  an apost le  of Chr is t  Jesus by the wi l l  o f  God,  To the saints  who are in  
Ephesus,  and are fa i th fu l  in  Chr ist  Jesus” (Ephes ians 1:1).  

See a lso Acts 9:13, Acts 26:10 and Phi l ipp ians 4:21. Saints are not people who are 
g iven this  t i t le  by church leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
True bel ievers  are a lso cal led saints because when Chr ist  returns they wi l l  be made 
immorta l  and so be separate  f rom the mor ta l  populat ion of  God’s k ingdom. The saints 
wi l l  teach the morta l people God’s ways. They wi l l  also ru le the wor ld wi th Chr is t  as  
members of  h is government .  They wi l l  ru le with r ighteousness, wisdom and author i ty,  
and the wor ld ’s problems wil l  be solved. 
 
Human governments are not able to solve the wor ld ’s problems. There are many reasons 
for  th is.  For example,  wor ld leaders and of f ic ials :  

•  are not a lways honest or  r ighteous 

•  sometimes put  their  own interests before those of  others  

•  are not wise enough to solve the evi ls  of  today’s  wor ld  

•  of ten do not  have the resources or  author i ty to  car ry out their  p lans  

•  sometimes manage to make usefu l progress, but then become old or i l l ,  and 
eventual ly d ie.  

 
The saints who are g iven immorta l l i fe wi l l  be unable to s in,  and wi l l  not change or  
weaken. They wi l l  ru le with Chr ist  in  God’s  k ingdom with wisdom and jus t ice. 
 

What will the immortal saints look like? 
Many wonder what the saints ( fa i thfu l bel ievers) wi l l  look l ike when they have been made 
immorta l .  W il l  they be recognisable? Although we do not know al l  the deta i ls ,  the Bible 
does g ive us some informat ion on the matter .  
 

A saint is a true believer 
‘Saint ’  means ‘holy’ ,  ‘separate ’ or  ‘set apar t ’ .  True bel ievers  are not l ike the 

people in  the wor ld.  Instead they tr y to be godly and l ike the Lord Jesus. 
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Af ter  h is resurrect ion, the Lord Jesus had a body and the d isc ip les  were a l lowed to touch 
h im. I t  is  t rue that there were moments when they wondered i f  he were some sor t  of  
sp ir i t ,  when he appeared miraculous ly in  f ront  of  them. But he told them:  

“See my hands and my feet,  that i t  is  I  myself .  Touch me,  and see.  For a spir i t  does 
not have f lesh and bones as you see that  I  have” (Luke 24:39).  

I t  is  c lear that  the Lord Jesus, now possessing immorta l i t y,  had a body of  “ f lesh and 
bones” .  The record does not say that he had f lesh and blood ,  because in Bib le terms,  
“ the l i fe of  the f lesh is  in the blood”  (Levi t icus 17:11) .  In  other words, ord inary l i fe needs 
b lood,  but  the Lord Jesus now l ives by God’s power . 
 
W hen Chr is t  Jesus g ives people immorta l l i fe,  the ir  human bodies  wi l l  become “sp ir i tual  
bodies”  (1 Cor inthians 15:44-53).  Their  new bodies wi l l  no longer need b lood as they wi l l  
be energised by the Spir i t  of  God. They wi l l  never suf fer  i l lness or  pain, and never grow 
old or  die:  

“He (God)  wi l l  w ipe away every tear from their  eyes, and death shal l  be no more, 
nei ther shal l  there be mourning nor cry ing nor pain any more, for  the former th ings 
have passed away” (Revelat ion 21:4).   

The wonders of immortal life 
W hat a wonderfu l way to l ive – to be able to fu l ly enjoy a l l  the good things which God 
g ives us wi th b less ings of  heal th,  strength, peace, secur i ty,  and knowing more about the 
th ings of  God. The saints wi l l  no longer  have to struggle agains t s in.  The morta l  
populat ion who are taught about God and His  grac ious purpose wi l l  a lso be g iven the  
opportunity to l ive for  ever ,  i f  they too are fa ithfu l .  
 
You wi l l  remember that for  a short  whi le in the f irs t  century the apost les were g iven g if ts  
of  the Holy Spir i t  (Lesson 21) .  Some could preach the Gospel in fore ign languages; some 
could heal the s ick  and cure mental i l lnesses. These gif ts  were just the ‘ f i rs t f ru i ts ’  – a 
pointer to the harvest  of  such gif ts  which the saints of  the Kingdom of  God wi l l  possess.  
W hat a marvel lous g l impse we have of  what the future wi l l  be l ike when the Lord Jesus 
returns!  
 
Immorta l l i fe is  never ending. Perhaps th is  is  d if f icu l t  for  us  to unders tand,  because i t  is  
so d if ferent f rom l i fe today. Some may th ink  that immortal l i fe would be bor ing. But God 
would never  promise something d isappoint ing. 
 
W e cannot understand the wonders of  that t ime. W hen the great and rewarding act iv i t y of  
the Mi l lennium is over,  there wi l l  be an even better  t ime!  Then there wi l l  be a perfec t 
re lat ionship between the Creator and a l l  H is  creat ion (1 Cor inth ians 15:28).  This  is  what  
God p lanned in the beginning. This is  the promise of  eternal  l i fe.  
 

 

A verse to learn:   John 3:16  

For God so loved the wor ld, that he gave h is only Son, that whoever bel ieves in him 
should not per ish but have eternal l i fe .  

 
Verses to read:  Daniel  12:1-3; John 17;  1 Corinthians 15:50-57  
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Summary 

1.  Only God,  the Lord Jesus Chr is t  and the angels are immorta l  now. 

2.  At  the judgement ,  the Lord Jesus wi l l  g ive true bel ievers  (saints)  immortal  l i fe.  

3.  Those who are made immortal  wi l l  have spir i tua l bodies . They wi l l  never  suf fer  
i l lness or pain, and wi l l  never grow old or die. They wi l l  be energised by the Spir i t  
of  God. 

4.  A saint is  a true bel iever.  Saints are not people who are g iven th is t i t le  by church 
leaders. 


