
 
CHRISTADELPHIAN BIBLE COURSE Lesson 26 
 

   Christadelphian Bible Mission Page 1 

THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT 
 

Reading: Matthew 25  
 

God must be obeyed 
W hen the people of  Israel were in the wi lderness af ter  
leaving Egypt ,  God instructed Moses to bui ld a tabernac le  
and make i ts  furn iture. This tabernac le ( tent  of  meet ing) was 
a spec ia l tent where God met wi th His people. The main i tem 
of  furni ture was the Ark  of  God, a gold-covered chest .  The 
d iagram shows what i t  m ight have looked l ike. Not ice the 
poles for  carrying i t .  
 
About 500 years later ,  King David dec ided to br ing the Ark  of  
God f rom a nearby p lace to h is new capita l  c i t y,  Jerusalem, 
where i t  would be once again at  the centre of  Israel ’s  
worship. The Ark  was p laced on a new car t  that was pul led 
by oxen and dr iven by a man cal led Uzzah. Dur ing the 
journey, the oxen stumbled and Uzzah put out h is hand and 
took hold of  the Ark  to steady i t .  Suddenly:  

“God struck h im  down there because of h is error,  and he died there bes ide the ark  
of  God” (2 Samuel  6:7).   

W hy was the punishment so severe, s ince i t  seems Uzzah was only tr ying to prevent the 
Ark  of  God f rom being damaged? God had said that the Ark  must a lways be carr ied us ing 
the poles (Exodus 25:14) .  I t  was the symbol  of  God’s presence and so should never be 
touched.  The punishment for  touching the Ark  was death (Numbers 4:15).  God is pure 
and holy and can only be approached in the way He has ins truc ted.  By touching the Ark ,  
Uzzah d isobeyed God’s commands. 
 
God is the Creator and Susta iner of  al l  l i fe and expects to be honoured and obeyed. W e 
cannot be casual in the way we approach God. W e must seek God in the way He has 
instructed, and not do what we th ink  is  r ight .  Later,  David said about Uzzah’s death, “ the 
LORD our God broke out against us, because  we did not seek him according to the 
rule ”  (1 Chronic les  15:13).  
 

God is holy and great,  and r ightly demands honour and obedience 

       

The day of judgement 
One important lesson f rom the death of  Uzzah is that God wi l l  punish those who refuse 
to honour and obey Him. For th is reason the day of  judgement wi l l  fol low the resurrect ion 
at  Chr ist ’s  return. The apost le Paul  wrote to bel ievers at  Cor inth: 

“For we must a l l  appear before the judgment seat of Christ ,  so that each one may 
receive what is  due for  what he has done in the body, whether good or evi l ”  (2 
Cor inth ians 5:10) .  

God is lov ing and mercifu l ,  but He is a lso a God of  jus t ice and truth. In Exodus 34:6,7 
the Lord God is descr ibed as: 

“… a God merc i fu l  and grac ious, s low to anger ,  and abounding in steadfast love 
and fa ith fu lness, keeping steadfast love for  thousands, forg iv ing iniquity and 
transgress ion and s in,  but  who will  by no means clear the gui lty …”  

The f irs t  part  of  th is passage descr ibes God’s forg iveness; the second par t  shows that  
He wi l l  not forg ive s inners who do not repent.  Similar ly,  the apost le Paul talks about “ the 
kindness  and the severity  of  God”  (Romans 11:22).  Deuteronomy 29:18-20 shows that  
there are people God cannot forg ive. As a God of  just ice, He wi l l  not ignore s in and 
a l low i t  to go unpunished: He wi l l  punish those who refuse to honour and obey Him. Also, 
the only way that s in and the problems i t  causes can be complete ly removed f rom the  
ear th wi l l  be for  God to destroy the wicked.  
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The righteous Judge 
God has g iven the work  of  judgement to Jesus Chr is t  (John 5:25-30).  2 T imothy 4:8 
descr ibes the Lord Jesus as “ the r ighteous judge”  because he wi l l  judge wi th godly 
wisdom. People can only judge by what they see and hear ,  but the Lord Jesus knows 
people ’s thoughts (John 2:24,25) and wi l l  make no mistakes. Isa iah 11 was wr i t ten  
before the b ir th of  Jesus and is a prophecy of  h is fu ture work : 

“He shal l  not judge by what h is eyes see, or  dec ide disputes by what h is ears hear,  
but wi th r ighteousness he shal l  judge the poor,  and decide wi th equity for  the meek 
of  the ear th” ( Isa iah 11:3,4) .  

Who will be judged? 
The Lord Jesus Chr is t  wi l l  not judge everyone who has ever l ived.  I t  is  for  God to dec ide 
who wi l l  be judged.  The Bib le te l ls  us that people who have known and understood the 
Gospel ,  and therefore had the oppor tuni ty to do something about  i t ,  wi l l  appear before 
the judgement seat of  Chr ist ,  to g ive account of  their  l ives . From 2 T imothy 4:1 we 
real ise that th is  wi l l  involve: 

•  the dead  who have been raised,  and 

•  people who are l iv ing  when he returns. 
 
So at h is second coming the Lord Jesus Chr ist  wi l l  summon for  judgement people f rom 
al l  ages who have known and understood the Gospel .  These wi l l  be people who have 
e ither :  

•  accepted God’s of fer  of  sa lvat ion and t r ied to honour and obey Him; or 

•  accepted God’s of fer  of  sa lvat ion but  not fo l lowed His  ways; or  

•  knowingly rejected God’s of fer  of  sa lvat ion. 
 
These are al l  people who have heard the cal l  of  the Gospel  – that is ,  they have 
understood God’s of fer  of  sa lvat ion and have had the opportunity to choose for  
themselves whether or  not to accept i t  and fo l low the Lord Jesus. They wi l l  be judged on 
how they have responded in their  l ives . W e are to ld in John 3:17,18:   

“… God d id not send h is Son into the wor ld to condemn the wor ld, but in order that 
the wor ld might be saved through h im. Whoever bel ieves in him is not 
condemned ,  but whoever does not  bel ieve is condemned already,  because he 
has not bel ieved in  the name of the only Son of  God.”   

What will happen? 
W e shal l  look now at what  wi l l  happen to three c lasses of  people:  1)  those ignorant of 
God’s  purpose, 2)  the r ighteous,  3)  the wicked. 
 

1. People who have not heard about God’s offer of salvation 
People who are ignorant of  the Gospel wi l l  not be condemned for  not accept ing i t .  That 
would be unjus t and unfa ir .   So those that have d ied wi thout  hear ing about God’s of fer  of 
sa lvat ion wi l l  not be ra ised.  

“And many  (not al l)  o f  those who s leep in the dust of the earth shal l  awake, some 
to ever last ing l i fe,  and some to shame and ever las t ing contempt” (Danie l  12:2) .  

The dead who are not  raised wi l l  remain dead – they have per ished and gone for  ever .  
The prophet  Isa iah wrote about people who wi l l  not  r ise f rom the dead: 

“O LORD our God, other lords bes ides you have ru led over us, but your name alone 
we br ing to remembrance. They are dead, they wil l  not l ive ;  they are shades, they 
wil l  not ar ise ;  to  that end you have v is i ted them with destruct ion and  wiped out  all  
remembrance of  them ” ( Isa iah 26:13,14) .  

Psalm 49 descr ibes these people as being “without unders tanding”  because they are 
ignorant of  the Gospel ,  and i t  shows that  they wi l l  per ish l ike the animals: 

“Be not afra id when a man becomes r ich … For when he dies he wi l l  carry noth ing 
away;  h is g lory wi l l  not go down after  h im.  For though, whi le he l ives, he counts  
h imself  b lessed … his  soul wi l l  go to the generat ion of h is fathers , who wi l l  never 
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again see l ight .  Man in his pomp yet without understanding is l ike the beasts 
that  perish ” (Psalm 49:16-20) .  

Of course, there wi l l  be many people who are l iv ing when Chr is t  returns who do not  
understand the Gospel.  They wi l l  not  appear  before the judgement  seat of  Chr ist .  Those 
who surv ive the terr ib le t ime of  t rouble that  wi l l  come upon the earth at  the t ime of  the 
end wi l l  be a l lowed to l ive as morta l people in God’s k ingdom when Chr ist  re igns as k ing.  
They wi l l  have an opportuni ty then to learn about the Gospel.  However,  those who do not 
surv ive wi l l  per ish – they wi l l  d ie and remain in the grave for  ever (see Lessons 7 and 
11) .  
 

2. The people Christ accepts 
Those who are accepted at the judgement seat of  Chr is t  wi l l  be given immorta l l i fe .  They 
wi l l  be changed so that they share the nature of  God Himself .  Their  minds wi l l  never  
again be tempted to th ink  wrong thoughts – the bat t le against s in wi l l  be over.  Their  
bodies wi l l  be immorta l – they wi l l  never again feel pain or t i redness or any human 
weakness. I t  wi l l  be a t ime of  great rejo ic ing for  the fa i thfu l .   
 
Because the apost le Paul  had tr ied so hard to serve God fa i thful ly he said, 

“ I  have fought the good f ight,  I  have f in ished the race, I  have kept the fa ith.  
Henceforth there is  la id up for  me the crown of  r ighteousness,  which the Lord, the 
r ighteous judge, wi l l  award to me on that Day, and not only to me but a lso to a l l  
who have loved h is appear ing” (2 T imothy 4:7,8).   

3. The people Christ rejects 
The Bib le does not te l l  us the deta i ls  of  the punishment of  those Chr ist  rejec ts on the 
day of  judgement .  But  we are to ld that they wi l l  real ise how fool ish they have been to 
throw away God’s wonderful  bless ings, and th is wi l l  cause them agony of  mind: 

“ there wi l l  be weeping and gnashing of  teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob and a l l  the prophets in the k ingdom of God but you yourselves cast out ” 
(Luke 13:28).   

This shows that par t  of  the ir  punishment wi l l  be to see the g lory of  God’s k ingdom and 
know that they wi l l  not  be part  of  i t .  They wi l l  then d ie for  ever .  
 
In one parable Jesus compared the day of  judgement to a harvest where the good corn 
(represent ing the r ighteous) is  separated f rom useless weeds ( the wicked).  The corn is 
careful ly preserved, but the weeds are destroyed in the farmer’s bonf ire (Mat thew 13:36-
43) .  Paul taught the same lesson very p la in ly in  h is  second let ter  to the Thessalonians: 

“… when the Lord Jesus is  revealed from heaven wi th h is mighty  angels in f laming 
f ire ,  in f l ic t ing vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not 
obey the gospel of our  Lord Jesus. They wi l l  suffer  the punishment  of eternal  
destruct ion, away from the presence of the Lord and from the g lory of his might . . . ”  
(2 Thessalonians 1:7-9).  

Hebrews 10:26,27 warns us that:   

“ i f  we go on sinning del iberately  after 
receiving the knowledge of the truth ,  
there no longer remains a sacr i f ice for  
s ins, but a fearfu l  expectat ion of  
judgement . ”  

Jesus also says, 

 “… but whoever  denies me before men, I  a lso wi l l  deny before my Father who is  in  
heaven” (Mat thew 10:33) .  

People rejected by Jesus Chr ist  wi l l  inc lude those who have been bapt ized and belonged 
to the Chr is t ian community but have not  performed “deeds in keeping wi th their  
repentance”  (Acts  26:20) .  This  is  a warning for  a l l  of  us!  
 

PEOPLE JUDGED 
 

SOME ACCEPTED             SOME REJECTED 
             
 
 
IMMORTAL LIFE               DESTROYED 
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Believers are servants of Christ 
In New Testament t imes, i f  a man bought a s lave, he would own that s lave tota l ly.  The 
s lave could no longer  p lease h imself .  He had one task  in l i fe – to p lease h is master.  
Bapt ized bel ievers are to be l ike those s laves, wi th the Lord Jesus Chr is t  as their  
Master.  But we should obey because we love the Lord,  not because we are af ra id of  h im. 
 
Jesus gave h is l i fe on the cross as a sacr i f ice to save us f rom sin. So Paul wrote to 
bel ievers: 

“You are not your own, for  you were bought wi th a pr ice. So g lor i fy  God in your  
body” (1 Cor inth ians 6:19,20).  

Because bel ievers belong to the Lord Jesus Chr is t ,  they cannot  p lease themselves. They 
are respons ib le to the Lord Jesus for  the way they l ive. W hen he returns, Chr is t  Jesus 
wi l l  reward the fa i thfu l ,  and punish those who have despised h is  ways. 
                       
Matthew 25:14-30 records a parable Jesus to ld about  servants. The master sa id to h is 
fai thfu l  servant :   

“Well  done, good and fa i th fu l servant.  You have been fa i th fu l over  a l i t t le;  I  w i l l  set  
you over  much.  Enter into the joy  of your master . ”  

But the man who had ignored h is master received a severe punishment:   

“And cast the worth less servant in to the outer darkness. In that p lace there wi l l  be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. ”  

Read a lso Matthew 24:45-51. 
 

Love or fear? 
Some Bib le verses warn bel ievers not to be too conf ident about  appear ing before the 
judgement  seat  of  Chr ist ;  other passages encourage them to be fu l l  of  conf idence. There 
is  no real contradict ion. No one can have conf idence in their  own r ighteousness, but t rue 
bel ievers of  the Lord Jesus can have tota l conf idence in the saving power of  God.  
Bel ievers gradual ly learn to love God and p lace their  t rust  in Him complete ly,  for  i t  is  
God’s good p leasure to g ive them the k ingdom if  they cont inue to be fai thfu l servants of 
Chr is t .  1  John 4:17,18 says:  

“By th is is  love per fected wi th us, so that we may have conf idence for  the day of 
judgement  … There is  no fear in love,  but  perfec t love casts  out  fear. ”  

 

God loves us so much that we should want to do a l l  we can to serve Him and to fo l low 
the example set  by Jesus.  I f  we love God in response, we wi l l  have noth ing to fear .  
 

 
A chapter to read:  2 Corinthians 5  
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A verse to learn:  2 Corinthians 5:10  

For we must al l  appear before the judgment  seat of Chr ist ,  so that each one may 
receive what is  due for  what he has done in the body, whether  good or ev i l .  

Summary  

1.  The day of  judgement wi l l  fo l low the resurrec t ion at  Chr ist ’s  return.   

2.  The Lord Jesus, the r ighteous judge,  wi l l  judge wi th godly wisdom. 

3.  Chr is t  wi l l  summon for  judgement people f rom al l  ages who have known and 
understood the Gospel  – the l iv ing and the dead, the r ighteous and the wicked. 

4.  Those who are accepted by Chr is t  Jesus wi l l  be g iven immorta l l i fe .    

5.  Those who are rejec ted wi l l  suf fer  agonies of  mind and then d ie for  ever.   

 


