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BY GRACE ARE YOU SAVED 
 

Reading: Romans 5 

 

Grace                                           
God’s  grace is  His  f ree gif t  of  loving k indness towards mank ind.  No-one deserves God’s 
grace. I t  is  wonderfu l ly shown by God’s g if t  of  the Lord Jesus Chr ist  to br ing forgiveness 
of  s ins  and salvat ion:   

“… God shows his  love for  us in that  whi le we were st i l l  s inners,  Chr is t  died for  us” 
(Romans 5:8).   

God’s grace is His favour that no one deserves 

 
God showed grace towards the apost le Paul.  Even though he had persecuted Chr ist ians, 
God forgave h im (Acts  8:3) .  Paul later  wrote:  

“For I  am the least of the apost les,  unwor thy to be cal led an apost le,  because I  
persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God  I  am what I  am, and his 
grace towards me  was not in va in.  On the contrary,  I  worked harder than any of  
them, though i t  was not I ,  but the grace of God  that  is  with me” (1 Cor inth ians 
15:9,10) .   

Wrong thinking! 
Many people th ink  that they can earn salvat ion by the th ings they do. This is  not true.  
Even though the apost le Paul says that he worked hard for  the Lord, he knew that this  
would not save h im in the end. Salvat ion is  God’s  gif t ,  and a g if t  cannot  be earned. But 
wages  are earned, and Paul  te l ls  us that we earn  death: 

“For the wages  o f  s in is  death, but the free gift  o f  God is eternal l i fe in Chr ist  
Jesus our  Lord” (Romans 6:23) .   

As we have a lready learned, we deserve death because we s in, but God of fers us  
salvat ion f rom th is through His grace. God does not g ive us salvat ion as a reward for  
doing more good than bad in our l ives. Our good behaviour and good deeds do not earn 
God’s  b less ings, because forg iveness of  s ins and immorta l l i fe are God’s  gifts .  They 
cannot  be earned or  bought  in  any way.  God has: 

“… saved us and cal led us to a holy cal l ing, not because of  our works  but  
because of  his own purpose and grace,  which he gave us in  Chr ist  Jesus before 
the ages began” (2 T imothy 1:9) .  

The apost le  Paul says: 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own 
doing ;  i t  is the gift  of God ,  not a resul t  of  works, so that no one may boast ”  
(Ephes ians 2:8,9).  

Ephes ians 1:7 expla ins: “ In h im (Jesus)  we have redempt ion through h is b lood, the 
forg iveness of our  t respasses, accord ing to the r iches of h is grace”.  
 
The apost le  Paul thanks God for  the g if t  of  the Lord Jesus who can save us f rom s in: 

“Thanks be to God for  h is inexpress ib le g if t ! ”  (2 Cor inth ians 9:15) .  

The importance of faith 
Paul  te l ls  us  in  Ephes ians 2:8 (above) that we are saved by God’s grace “ through fai th” .  
This means that we can only be saved i f  we have fa i th in Him. Hebrews 11:6 te l ls  us 
that :  

“… wi thout  fa i th i t  is  imposs ib le to please h im (God), for  whoever  would draw near  
to God must bel ieve that  he ex is ts and that he rewards those who seek him.”  
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The words ‘ fa i th ’  and ‘bel ief ’  in the New Testament come f rom the same Greek word and 
so have the same meaning, which inc ludes the idea of  t rus t.  This helps us to understand 
what the Bib le means by ‘ fai th’ .  To have fa ith in God means to bel ieve and trus t in Him 
and His promises, so that we p lace our l ives into His care wi th complete conf idence. Just 
as a small  ch i ld  depends on h is fa ther ,  so we must  learn to re ly on God in everyth ing. 
 

 
In Lesson 12 we looked at two examples of  the remarkable fa i th of  Abraham. In the f irs t  
example, Abraham put  h is trust in God and lef t  his  country wi thout knowing where God 
would lead h im. In the second,  Abraham was prepared to of fer  h is son, Isaac, as God 
had ins truc ted, because he bel ieved that God would ra ise Isaac f rom the dead. 
 
Abraham showed h is fai th by obeying – by doing what God had ins truc ted. This is  an 
impor tant lesson for  us: t rue fa i th shows i tse lf  in act ion to obey God. I f  we tru ly have 
fai th in God, we wi l l  do what He asks and fo l low His  ways. Fai th which does not  make us 
tr y to  overcome s in and fo l low the Chr is t ian way of  l iv ing is  not true fa i th :   

“So a lso fa ith  by  i tse lf ,  i f  i t  does not  have works,  is  dead” (James 2:17).  

Faith in God and His promises comes f rom reading God’s W ord and seek ing to 
understand i ts  teaching (Romans 10:13-17).  
 

Faith and righteousness 
Because we s in, we d ie. W e can do noth ing to appear r ighteous in  God’s s ight and save 
ourselves.  Righteousness can only come f rom God. By grace God wi l l  forg ive our  s ins  
and so treat us as i f  we are r ighteous i f  we show fa ith in Him. Genes is 15:6 says, “And 
he (Abraham)  bel ieved the LORD ,  and he (God)  counted i t  to  him as righteousness ”.  
 
In the New Testament,  Romans 
4:2-5 ta lks about Abraham and 
g ives the same message. The 
Bib le word ‘ just i f y’  means the 
same as ‘ to be counted r ighteous ’  
(being made r ight with God).  God 
forgave Abraham’s  s ins and 
counted him r ighteous because of  
h is fai th.  Faith in God is essent ia l  
for  sa lvat ion. 
 
Later in the same chapter,  the apost le  Paul says th is  about Abraham’s fa ith:  

“No d ist rus t made him (Abraham)  waver concerning the promise of God, but he 
grew s trong in h is fai th as he gave g lory  to God, fully convinced  that  God was 
able to do what he had promised. That is why his faith was ‘counted to him as 
righteousness’  ”  (Romans 4:20-22).  

After speak ing about  Abraham, the apost le Paul  then explains  that r ighteousness “wi l l  be 
counted  to us who believe in him  (God)  who ra ised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who 
was del ivered up for  our trespasses and ra ised for  our  jus t i f icat ion” (Romans 4:24,25).  
 
Not ice that i t  is  only poss ib le for  us to be cons idered r ighteous through the saving work  
of  the Lord Jesus Chr ist .  W e have to bel ieve that  Jesus d ied for  us and so accept  h is  
sacr i f ice. I f  we have fa ith in  God and His of fer  of  salvat ion through the Lord Jesus,  then 
by His grace we can be just i f ied (made r ight  wi th God):   

“… for a l l  have s inned and fal l  shor t  o f  the g lory of God, and are jus t i f ied by h is 
grace as a g if t ,  through the redemption that is  in  Chr ist  Jesus” (Romans 3:23,24) .  

Our s ins separate us f rom God.  I f  we are made r ight wi th God, then we are at peace 
(brought into harmony) with Him. W e have access to Him in prayer and enjoy fe l lowship 
(a specia l  re lat ionship) with Him. W e have entered in to His  grace:   

Faith is bel ief  and trust  in  God that eventual ly results in a complete 
conf idence in Him and His purpose 

Romans 4:2-5 For if Abraham was justified (considered 
righteous) by works, he has something to boast about, but 
not before God. For what does the Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness.”  Now to the one who works, his wages are 
not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who 
does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his 
faith is counted as righteousness … 
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“Therefore, s ince we have been jus t i f ied by  fa ith ,  we have peace wi th God through   
our  Lord Jesus Chr ist .  Through h im we have a lso obta ined access by fa ith into th is  
grace in which we stand, and we re jo ice in hope of the g lory of God” (Romans 
5:1,2) 

Disciples in Old Testament times 
I f  bel ief  in the saving work  of  Jesus is  essent ia l  for  our  sa lvat ion, how can those who 
l ived before Chr is t  be saved? 
 
Some of  those who l ived in Old Testament t imes knew about Christ ! They did not know 
him by name (Jesus),  but they knew him as the promised Son of  God – the Mess iah and 
Lamb of  God. They unders tood f rom God’s W ord that everyone needs salvat ion, and that  
God would provide th is through the death of  a perfect man, who would be the ‘Lamb of  
God’ .  He would give h is l i fe  for  the salvat ion of  mank ind (Genes is 22:8,  Isa iah 53) .  
 
The apost le  Paul conf i rms this  when he says in  Acts 26:22,23:  

“ I  s tand here … say ing nothing but what the prophets and Moses  said would 
come to pass :  that the Chr ist  must suffer  and that ,  by being the f irs t  to r ise from 
the dead, he would proc la im l ight both to our people and to the Gent i les”.   

So Abraham and many other Old Testament characters bel ieved in the saving work  of  
Chr is t  Jesus, a lthough they d id not have the pr iv i lege of  being able to read the Gospel  
records about the Lord ’s l i fe  and work .  
 
Galat ians 3:8 te l ls  us that  the Gospel  was preached to Abraham, and we read of  Jesus 
saying to the Jews, 

“Your father Abraham re jo iced that he would see my day. He saw it  and was g lad” 
(John 8:56) .  

W hen Abraham was about to of fer  as a sacr i f ice his son, Isaac, as God instructed, God 
provided Abraham with a lamb that he could sacr i f ice ins tead (Genes is 22:13).  This lamb 
represented Jesus. Through th is  symbol,  Abraham was shown the sacr i f ice of  Jesus. 
 

Does it matter how we behave?  
I f  sa lvat ion comes by God’s  grace and cannot be earned by what we do,  does i t  mat ter  
how we behave? Can we p lease ourselves and do what we l ike wi th our l ives? Can we 
expect God to cont inue to show His grace towards us i f  we enjoy s inning and do not tr y 
to  change our  l ives to serve Him?  
 
Of  course i t  matters how we behave!  W e have a lready seen that to receive God’s grace 
needs fa ith,  and true fai th shows i tse lf  in obedience to God. The apost le Paul asked: 
“Are we to cont inue in  s in that grace may abound?”  (Romans 6:1) .  In other words, Paul  
is  ask ing whether people should cont inue to s in so there is  more opportunity for  God to 
show His grace!  He answered the quest ion in the next verse: “By no means! How can we 
who d ied to s in st i l l  l ive in  i t?” Believers should ‘d ie to s in ’  when they are bapt ized –  
they should tr y hard to stop s inning. Paul  says to bapt ized bel ievers:  

“So you also must cons ider yourselves dead to sin  and alive to God  in  Chr ist    
Jesus. Let not s in therefore re ign in your morta l bodies, to make you obey their  
pass ions” (Romans 6:11,12) .   

I f  we real ly have fa ith in God and His of fer  of  sa lvat ion through the Lord Jesus, our 
act ions wi l l  show it .  Because we are thankfu l for  God’s grace we wi l l  want to serve God 
better .  W e wi l l  t r y our very best to fo l low the example of  Jesus. Then we wi l l  t ruly be h is  
fol lowers.  People who do not tr y to obey God and Jesus are not  true d isc iples . I f  they 
real ly bel ieved, they would obey.  They have no real fa i th,  and so do not have access to 
the grace of  God. 
 
W e cannot c la im to bel ieve and do noth ing about i t .  Fol lowing the Chr ist ian way of  l i fe  
involves f ight ing against s in in our own l ives . I t  a lso involves doing good deeds – th ings 
that  wi l l  p lease God. This is  how we show true fa i th  in  our l ives.  However ,  as we have 
a lready seen, by themselves these deeds wi l l  never make us r ighteous, because 
salvat ion cannot be earned. 
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Discipleship  

Bapt ism is a new s tart .  Al l  our past s ins  are forg iven when we are bapt ized. Yet  however  
hard we try,  we s t i l l  do wrong and think  wrong thoughts . But bapt ized bel ievers can come 
to God through the Lord Jesus. In  their  prayers  they can confess their  fa i l ings.  I f  they 
are t ru ly sorry,  God wi l l  forg ive them. 
 

So disc ip les should never g ive up. W ith the love of  their  Heavenly Father to help them, 
they wi l l  receive a p lace in God’s k ingdom in the end.  Jesus said to h is  d isc ip les , 

“ I t  is  your  Father ’s good pleasure to g ive you the k ingdom” (Luke 12:32) .   

God’s gifts to believers 
Here are some of  the b less ings of  God’s grace that bapt ized bel ievers can enjoy in this 
l i fe as  d isc iples  of  the Lord Jesus: 

•  forg iveness of  a l l  s ins  (Ephes ians 1:7) 

•  peace of  mind (Phi l ipp ians 4:7) 

•  access to God, through Chr is t ,  in  prayer  (Romans 8:34) 

•  fel lowship wi th God, the Lord Jesus and other bel ievers (1 John 1:3) 

•  joy (John 15:11) 

•  contentment  (1 T imothy 6:6; Phi l ipp ians 4:11) 

•  be ing God’s  sons and daughters (1 John 3:1,2) 

•  hope in th is  evi l  wor ld.  
 
There are a lso the future bless ings of  immorta l  l i fe  in  God’s  k ingdom. 
 

 
 

Verses to learn:   Romans 5:1,2   

Therefore, s ince we have been jus t i f ied by  fa i th ,  we have peace wi th God through our 
Lord Jesus Chr is t .  Through h im we have a lso obta ined access by fa i th into this  grace in  
which we stand, and we re jo ice in  hope of the g lory  of  God.  

 
Passages to read:  Psalm 32; Romans 3:21-28;  Romans 4; Titus 2:11,13 and read 
again Galatians 3.  
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Summary 

1.  God’s grace is  His favour  towards mank ind that  no one deserves. I t  is  wonderfu l ly 
shown in God’s  gif t  of  the Lord Jesus to br ing forg iveness of  s ins and salvat ion. 

2.  No-one can save h imself .  I t  is  only by God’s grace that we can be saved through 
fai th .  

3.  To have fai th in  God means to bel ieve and trust in Him and His  promises.  Fai th 
comes by reading the Bib le. 

4.  I f  we have true fa i th ,  i t  wi l l  show in the way we behave. 


