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THE FATHER AND THE SON 
 

Reading: Isa iah 45 

 

The gift of salvation  
Salvat ion is  the g if t  of  God. I t  comes only through His Son, the Lord Jesus Chr is t :  

“… there is  no other name under  heaven g iven among men by which we must  be 
saved” (Acts  4:12) .   

The Bib le te l ls  us about the spec ia l  re lat ionship between God and His Son. W e need to 
learn about th is  proper ly in order to  appreciate Jesus ’ work  of  sa lvat ion.  
 

God is One  
The Bib le te l ls  us  that the God of  heaven is the only l iv ing and true God.  W e read in  
Deuteronomy 6:4:  

“Hear ,  O Israel :  The LORD our  God ,  the LORD is one ”.   

God says of  Himself :   

“Before me no god was formed, nor shal l  there be any after  me.  I ,  I  am the LORD, 
and bes ides me there is  no sav iour ” ( Isa iah 43:10,11)  

“ I  am the LORD, and there is  no other ,  bes ides me there is  no God” ( Isa iah 45:5) .  

The apost le  Paul says:  

“To the King of ages,  immorta l ,  inv is ib le, the only God ,  be honour  and g lory for  
ever  and ever.  Amen” (1 T imothy 1:17) .  

The majesty and power of  God are beyond anyth ing we can imagine.  But God is  a lso k ind 
and mercifu l .  He has g iven the Lord Jesus Chr ist  to take away the s ins of  those who 
tru ly love Him and His  Son. 
 

The Son of God  
The Bible is  c lear  that  the Lord Jesus Chr is t  is  the Son of  God: 

“… so that you may bel ieve that Jesus is  the Chr is t ,  the Son of God, and that by 
bel iev ing you may have l i fe  in  h is  name” (John 20:31) 

“Blessed be the God and Father of  our  Lord Jesus Chr ist ! ” (1 Peter  1:3) .  

God knows a l l  th ings,  even the future, and His p lans are cer ta in ( Isa iah 46:8-11).  God 
knew that Adam and Eve would s in, and so f rom the very beginning God p lanned to send 
His  Son. This is  why there are many prophecies of  Jesus in the Old Testament.  So Jesus 
was in God’s mind and purpose f rom the very beginning. The promises to Abraham and 
David show that Jesus was in God’s p lan long before h is b ir th.  
 

Jesus did not pre-exist – his life started when he was born 
W hen bir th takes p lace, a new l i fe  star ts .  The b ir th  of  Jesus was just the same. Some 
people bel ieve that Jesus ex isted in  heaven before he was born of  Mary – but  th is is  not 
what the Bible says. The Bib le teaches that Jesus was par t  of  God’s p lan f rom the very 
beginning, but the l i fe  of  Jesus only s tar ted when he was born. Jesus d id not l ive before 
h is b ir th.   
 

1 PETER 1:20 MEANING 

He was foreknown before the foundation of the 
world but was made manifest in the last times … 

Jesus was in God’s mind and purpose from creation 
but he only appeared much later. 

 
God to ld the prophet Jeremiah: 

“Before I  formed you in  the womb I  knew you,  and before you were born I  
consecrated you;  I  appointed you a prophet  to  the nat ions” (Jeremiah 1:5).   
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Just  as  Jeremiah was in God’s  p lan before he ex isted, so was the Lord Jesus.  From the 
foundat ion of  the wor ld God a lso knew about a l l  t rue bel ievers . They were in the mind of  
God al though none of  them was actual ly l iv ing. This is  what the apost le  Paul says about 
true bel ievers: 

“… (God)  chose us  in h im (Jesus)  before the foundation of the world ,  that we 
should be holy  and b lameless before h im” (Ephes ians 1:4).   

So when the Bib le uses s imi lar  language to descr ibe the Lord Jesus, i t  does not mean 
that he was personal ly a l ive before h is b ir th.  I t  is  expla ining to us that Chr ist  was in the 
mind of  God as someone that  He would br ing in to being at the r ight  t ime: 

“But when the fullness of t ime had come ,  God sent for th h is Son, born of woman ”  
(Galat ians 4:4).  

I t  was not unt i l  Mary’s baby was born that  Jesus became a l iv ing being. See a lso 2 
T imothy 1:9,10. 
 
Other  reasons for  bel iev ing that Jesus d id not  ex is t  before he was born: 

•  we do not  read of  anyth ing Jesus said or d id before h is  bir th (Hebrews 1:2) 

•  h is name, Jesus, was only g iven at  h is  b ir th ( Isa iah 49:1) 

•  there is  noth ing in the Old Testament to suggest that the Son of  God was a lready 
l iv ing in heaven and would later  appear  on earth 

•  the records of  h is  b ir th never  ment ion a previous ex is tence. 
 

Jesus had human nature before his death 
Because Jesus was conceived by God’s power,  the Holy Spir i t ,  he is  the Son of  God:   

“And the angel answered her  (Mary) ,  ‘The Holy Spir i t  w i l l  come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High wil l  overshadow you; therefore  the chi ld to be born wi l l  be 
cal led holy—the Son of God’ ” (Luke 1:35).  

Because Jesus had a human mother ,  Mary, he had a nature jus t l ike ours. The Bib le is  
c lear that Jesus was born wi th human nature. Jesus descr ibed h imself  as the Son of  
Man. The apost le  Peter sa id in Acts 2:22, 

“Men of Israel,  hear  these words: Jesus of  Nazareth, a man  at tested to you by God 
wi th mighty  works  and wonders and s igns that  God d id through him in your midst. ”  

Hebrews 2:17 says that Jesus “had to be made l ike h is brothers in every respect” .  The 
same chapter a lso te l ls  us that s ince “ the chi ldren (bel ievers)  share in  f lesh and blood 
(human nature) ,  he (Jesus)  himself  l ikewise par took of the same th ings”  (verse 14) .  
 
The verses above show that i t  was necessary for  Jesus to have human nature. The 
verses below expla in why.  
 

VERSES NOTES 

Although he was a son, he learned obedience 
through what he suffered. And being made perfect, 
he became the source of eternal salvation to all who 
obey him … (Hebrews 5:8,9). 

If Jesus had been born with a nature like God’s, he 
would not have needed to learn obedience. It was 
because Jesus had human nature that he could be 
tempted to sin. Jesus could only defeat sin by 
experiencing and overcoming temptation. 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin  (Hebrews 4:15). 

During his life on earth Jesus was tempted in every 
way like us, yet he never sinned. It is because Jesus 
was tempted to sin as we are that he understands 
our problems. 

But we see him who for a little while was made 
lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with 
glory and honour because of the suffering of death, 
so that by the grace of God he might taste death for 
everyone (Hebrews 2:9). 

Angels are immortal beings, far greater than 
humans. But because Jesus had human nature, he 
was lower than the angels. It was only because 
Jesus had human nature that he could die. 
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I t  is  imposs ib le for  men and women to see God, so Jesus showed us what He is l ike. 
Quot ing the prophet  Isa iah,  Matthew 1:23 says of  Jesus: 

“  ‘Behold,  the v irg in shal l  conceive and bear a son, and they shal l  ca l l  h is name 
Immanuel ’ (which means,  God wi th us) . ”  

Because of  h is character and godly way of  l i fe ,  Jesus showed us perfect ly what God is  
l ike – th is is  why he was descr ibed as “God with us” .  Jesus was much more than an 
ord inary man: 

“For  in  h im (Jesus) al l  the fu l lness of God was p leased to dwel l ” (Coloss ians 1:19) .  

Jesus res isted every temptat ion because of  h is love for  h is  Father.  His spec ial  
re lat ionship with h is Father helped h im to overcome s in.  He was a lso helped by a 
wonderful  unders tanding of  the Old Testament scr iptures. But  we know that i t  was 
incredibly hard for  Jesus to overcome sin. He was determined in every aspect of  h is l i fe  
to do h is Father ’s wi l l  and not his own. I t  is  only because Jesus conquered s in and death 
that  we have the hope of  immortal  l i fe.  
 

Jesus had human nature  – because he could only defeat s in by exper ienc ing and 
overcoming temptat ion, and could only d ie on the cross i f  he was morta l.  

 

Jesus now has a nature like God 
After h is resurrect ion the Lord Jesus was g iven a g lor ious nature l ike h is Father (d ivine 
nature) .  This means that he cannot s in or  d ie. God has exal ted h im above the angels and 
he now si ts  at God’s r ight hand in heaven. Apar t  f rom God Himself ,  there is  no greater 
being in the whole universe. In Acts 2:36 Peter  says to the Jews, 

“God has made h im both Lord and Chr ist ,  this Jesus whom you crucif ied. ” 

God has given Chr is t  Jesus author i ty over  everyth ing. Af ter  h is resurrect ion Jesus said,  

“Al l  author i ty  in heaven and on ear th has been given to me” (Matthew 28:18).  

 

JESUS CHRIST BEFORE HIS DEATH JESUS CHRIST NOW 

He was tempted and was able to s in.  He cannot s in or  be tempted. 

He was morta l – so he could feel pain, be 
i l l  and d ie. 

He is immorta l – he cannot die and no 
longer suf fers phys ical ly.  

He was lower  than the angels .  He is greater  than the angels.  

 
The fo l lowing passage provides a summary: 
 

PHILIPPIANS 2:6-11 NOTES 

… though he (Jesus) was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made 
himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born 
in the likeness of men.   

Jesus was in the form of God because God was 
his Father and he spoke God’s words and did 
His works. He accepted that God was greater 
than himself. He was born a man and made 
himself the servant of all. 

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. 

Jesus accepted the shame and pain of 
crucifixion. He obeyed his Father in all things, 
finally in dying on the cross. 

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Because of his obedience, God has exalted the 
Lord Jesus. God wants all creation to honour 
and worship His Son. This will give glory to God. 

 

A wrong idea 
Many people ignore Bib le teaching about  God and bel ieve what they cal l  the Tr in i ty. 
These people bel ieve that  God has a lways cons is ted of  three persons: God the Father ,  
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost,  a l l  equal wi th each other.  The Tr in i ty c la ims that 
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Jesus is  ‘God the Son’ and is  assoc iated wi th the wrong bel ief  that Jesus pre-exis ted.  
(W e wil l  learn about the Holy Ghost,  or  the Holy Spir i t ,  in  Lesson 20.)  
 
The word ‘Tr in i ty’  and the phrases ‘God the Son’ and ‘God the Holy Ghost ’  do not  occur  
in the Bib le. W e have a lready seen the p la in Bib le teaching that God is One, and that the 
Lord Jesus is  His Son. In the same way that  a good son is  obedient to h is fa ther ,  so the  
Lord Jesus is  subject to God. Jesus never c laimed to be equal wi th God, but depended 
on his  Father for  a l l  th ings. He said,  

“Tru ly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you, the Son can do noth ing of h is own accord, but only what 
he sees the Father doing” (John 5:19) .  

See a lso John 3:35;  5:30; 7:16;  8:28; 12:49,50 and 14:24,28. 
 
In John 10:30 Jesus said, “ I  and the Father are one” .  Jesus cannot mean that he and His 
Father are equal because the verse before says, “My Father …  is greater than al l ”  
(John 10:29).  Jesus meant that he and h is Father were uni ted in mind and purpose, and 
he prayed that in the same way h is d isc ip les would be one: 

“  … that  they may al l  be one,  jus t as  you,  Father,  are in  me,  and I  in  you,  that  they 
a lso may be in us , so that the wor ld may bel ieve that you have sent me” (John 
17:21) .  

In these verses f rom the Gospel  of  John, Jesus expla ins that God was greater than he. 1 
Cor inth ians 11:3,  wr i t ten af ter  the Lord Jesus had ascended to heaven, shows that  God 
cont inues to be greater.  Even at  the end of  the Mi l lennium, God wi l l  be greater:  

“When a l l  th ings are subjected to h im, then the Son himself  wi l l  also be subjected  
to him who put a l l  th ings in subjec t ion under h im, that God may be a l l  in a l l ” (1 
Cor inth ians 15:28) .   

The false idea of  the Tr in i ty is  not taught in  the Bib le. I t  denies Jesus ’ work  of  salvat ion.  
I f  Jesus was ‘God the Son’ ,  as the Tr in i ty c la ims, he would have been born wi th a nature 
l ike God and so could not have been tempted to s in,  and could not have d ied on the  
cross. 
 

The Lord Jesus – the mediator 
The Lord Jesus br idges the gap between God and mank ind. He is therefore a mediator (a 
go-between): 

“For there is  one God ,  and there is  one mediator  between God and men, the man  
Chr is t  Jesus ” (1 T imothy 2:5) .   

Chr is t ians are truly thankful  that  the Lord Jesus Chr is t  gave himsel f  to  save others . 

 

A verse to learn:  1 Timothy 2:5  

For there is  one God, and there is  one mediator between God and men, the man Chr ist  
Jesus.  

 
Verses to read:  Deuteronomy 6:1-15; Matthew 1:18-25;  2 Timothy 1:9,10; Hebrews 2  
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Summary 

1.  There is  only one God. 

2.  Jesus Chr ist  is  the Son of  God, born of  Mary. He is not ‘God the Son’ .  

3.  Before h is death, Jesus had human nature l ike us.  But because God was h is  
Father,  he was much more than an ord inary man. 

4.  Af ter  his  resurrect ion the Lord Jesus was g iven a nature l ike God’s and exalted 
above the angels .  He now s its  at God’s r ight hand in heaven. Apar t  f rom God 
Himself ,  there is  no greater being in the whole universe. 


