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THE KINGDOM OF GOD – PEACE ON EARTH 
 

Reading:  Isa iah 35 

 

Peace on earth – when? 
The Uni ted Nat ions bui ld ing in New York  d isp lays th is Bib le quotat ion f rom Isaiah 2:4: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This verse is  one of  several in Scr ipture that descr ibe a t ime of  last ing peace. Yet there 
has never been any real and last ing peace on earth. Indeed, there never wi l l  be true 
peace unt i l  people obey God. W hile they cont inue to go their  own way there wi l l  always  
be trouble.  Real and last ing peace wi l l  on ly come on ear th when the Lord Jesus returns 
and res tores the Kingdom of  God. 
 
Isa iah 9:6 is  a prophecy about  the Lord Jesus Chr is t  and descr ibes h im as ‘The Pr ince of 
Peace’.  The fo l lowing verse says, 

“Of the increase of h is  government and of  peace there wi l l  be no end ” .  

Zechar iah 9:10 te l ls  us that God wi l l  destroy weapons of  war and Chr ist  wi l l  br ing peace 
to the whole wor ld:    

“ I  (God)  w i l l  cut of f  the char iot  f rom Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the bat t le bow shal l  be cut of f ,  and he (Chr is t)  shal l  speak peace to the 
nat ions ;  h is  ru le shal l  be from sea to sea,  and f rom the River to the ends of  the 
ear th. ”  

The extent of God’s kingdom 
This verse f rom Zechar iah shows that the Lord Jesus Chr ist  wi l l  re ign over the whole 
ear th. In Lesson 10 we learned that a small  s tone smashed to powder the image in 
Danie l 2 and grew into a large mounta in that f i l led the whole earth. This represents  
Chr is t  return ing to the earth, ending the ru le of  human governments and restor ing God’s  
k ingdom, which wi l l  f i l l  the whole earth. In Psalm 2:8 God speaks of  Jesus: “Ask of me,  
and I  wi l l  make the nat ions your  her i tage, and the ends of  the earth your possession . ”   

 
The Lord Jesus wil l  ru le the whole wor ld f rom 
Jerusalem. At present  i t  is  a troubled c ity.  We 
are encouraged to pray for  i ts  peace – the  
t ime when Jesus Chr ist  wi l l  re ign as k ing in  
“ the c i ty  of  the great King”  (Matthew 5:35) .  
 

God’s plan for His kingdom 
Life wi l l  be very d if ferent for  men and women who are accepted into God’s k ingdom. 
They wi l l  be given a nature l ike God’s – they wi l l  be incorrupt ib le (unable to s in)  and 
immorta l  (unable to d ie) .  
 
However ,  we learned in Lesson 7 that some morta l people wi l l  l ive in God’s k ingdom 
when Jesus Chr ist  is  k ing. These wi l l  be people l iv ing at  the t ime of  Chr ist ’s  return who 
do not know the Gospel.  In His mercy God has set aside th is t ime so that they can learn 
about sa lvat ion through the Lord Jesus. I f  they repent,  accept the Lord Jesus as their  
saviour and l ive fa i thfu l l ives dur ing this t ime, they too wi l l  eventual ly be g iven immorta l 
l i fe.  
 

Psalm 122:6,7  Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem! May they be secure who love you!  
Peace be within your walls and security within 
your towers! 

They shal l  beat  their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nat ion shall  not  l i f t  up sword against  nation, 
neither shall  they learn war anymore.  
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This per iod of  t ime when Chr ist  Jesus re igns as k ing wi l l  last for  1,000 years (Revelat ion 
20:4,6).  W e cal l  th is per iod the Mil lennium (the word ‘m i l lennium’ means 1,000 years, 
just as ‘century’  can mean 100 years).  The Mil lennium wi l l  be a wonderfu l  t ime,  
par t icu lar ly for  those who are immortal ,  but  i t  wi l l  not be perfect .  The morta l  people wi l l  
s t i l l  have human nature and be able to s in,  and they wi l l  s t i l l  grow old and d ie. 
 

After the Millennium 
From the beginning of  t ime God’s purpose has been to f i l l  H is beaut i fu l  ear th wi th fa i thfu l 
people who have chosen to serve Him and are f ree f rom sin. This purpose wi l l  be 
accompl ished at the end of  the Mi l lennium. The wor ld wi l l  then be perfect – no human 
nature wi l l  remain, and s in and death wi l l  have been removed.  Only immorta l  bel ievers  
wi l l  be pr ivi leged to l ive af ter  the 1,000 years ( those who were g iven immorta l l i fe at  
Chr is t ’s  return, as wel l  as those who accepted God’s salvat ion dur ing the Mil lennium). 
Chr is t  wi l l  de l iver the k ingdom to God. This wi l l  be the t ime when God wi l l  l ive among 
s inless people for  ever.  The Bib le descr ibes th is as a t ime when God wi l l  be “a l l  in a l l ”  (1  
Cor inth ians 15:28) .  
 

So there wi l l  be two very d if ferent phases (or ages) af ter  the return of  the Lord Jesus 
Chr is t  to  th is earth: 

•  the 1,000 year re ign of  Chr is t  – the Mi l lennium 

•  the t ime af ter  this ,  when a l l  s in and death wi l l  be removed – God wi l l  l ive for  ever 
wi th immorta l  bel ievers in  a perfec t wor ld. 

 

The people living during the Millennium  
1.  True bel ievers given immortal l i fe  at  Christ ’s return  – They wi l l  ru le the wor ld wi th 
Chr is t  as members of  his government .  They wi l l  a lso teach the morta l people God’s  
ways.  Revelat ion 5:9-11 descr ibes these immorta l bel ievers prais ing Chr ist :  

 “And they sang a new song, say ing, ‘Worthy  are you to take the scro l l  and to open 
i ts  seals ,  for  you were s la in,  and by your b lood you ransomed people for  God  f rom 
every tr ibe and language and people and nat ion,  and you have made them a 
k ingdom and pr iests  to our God,  and they shal l  reign on the earth ’ . ”  

2. Jews l iv ing at Christ ’s return who accept him as their king  when they see him – 
These Jews wi l l  be al lowed to l ive in God’s k ingdom as morta l people. They wi l l  l ive in  
the land of  Israel  and become the chief  of  the nat ions (Deuteronomy 28:13) .  They wi l l  be 
great ly b lessed and wi l l  be taught God’s ways. The twelve apost les wi l l  govern them for 
Chr is t  (Mat thew 19:28,  Luke 22:28-30).   
 
3. People f rom other nations (Genti les) who are alive at Christ ’s return and who 
accept Christ as king –  They wi l l  be a l lowed to l ive as morta l people at th is t ime and 
learn about God.  Isa iah 2:2,3 says:  

“ I t  shal l  come to pass in the la t ter  days that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shal l  be es tabl ished as the h ighest of the mounta ins, and shal l  be l i f ted up above 
the hi l ls ;  and a l l  the nat ions shal l  f low to i t ,  and many peoples shal l  come, and say:  
‘Come, let  us  go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us h is ways and that we may walk in h is paths ’.  For out of Zion 
shal l  go the law,  and the word of  the LORD f rom Jerusalem.”  

Jerusalem – the world capital 
The Lord Jesus wi l l  re ign as k ing f rom the c ity of  Jerusalem, which wi l l  become the 
capi ta l of  the wor ld. The passage above shows that the W ord of  God wi l l  go out f rom 
Jerusalem throughout the whole ear th. I t  wi l l  br ing love, joy and peace for  al l  who l is ten 
and obey the k ing. 
 
Chr is t ’s  government wi l l  be perfect ,  rul ing the nat ions wi th r ighteousness,  wisdom and 
author i ty.  Our wor ld ’s  problems, l ike poverty,  oppress ion and starvat ion, wi l l  be solved. 
W ickedness amongst  the mortal  populat ion wi l l  be brought under  contro l:   

“For when your judgements are in the ear th, the inhabi tants of  the wor ld learn 
r ighteousness” ( Isa iah 26:9) .   
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The Old Testament prophet Jeremiah conf i rms that Jerusalem wi l l  become the capi ta l  
c i t y of  the whole wor ld and shows that s in wi l l  be restra ined: 

“At  that t ime Jerusalem shall  be called the throne of the LORD ,  and a l l  nat ions 
shal l  gather to i t ,  to the presence of the LORD in Jerusalem, and they shal l  no 
more stubbornly follow their  own evil  heart ” (Jeremiah 3:17) .  

Life during the Millennium 
1. Plenty of  food for everyone – The curse on the ground, which God gave because of  
Adam’s s in (Genes is 3:17-19) ,  wi l l  be removed and the earth wi l l  become wonderfu l ly 
f rui t fu l .  Psalm 72:16 says:   

“May there be abundance of gra in in the land; on the tops of the mounta ins may i t  
wave;  may i ts  fru i t  be l ike Lebanon …”  

Mountain- tops are usual ly bare. I f  there are crops on the top of  the mountains , there wi l l  
be great  abundance in the val leys!  Even the deser ts wi l l  be fer t i le in those days:   

“… the desert  shal l  re jo ice and b lossom l ike the crocus;  i t  shal l  b lossom abundant ly  
and re jo ice wi th joy  and s inging” ( Isa iah 35:1,2) .  

2. Heal ing of mind and body – Far better  heal th wi l l  accompany th is b less ing. W hen 
Jesus l ived on the ear th 2,000 years  ago,  he used God’s power to heal many who were 
s ick . In God’s k ingdom th is power wi l l  be seen again.  Isa iah 35:5,6 provides th is  p ic ture:  

“Then the eyes of the bl ind shal l  be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then shal l  the lame man leap l ike a deer,  and the tongue of  the mute s ing for  joy . ” 

3. Mortal people wil l  l ive longer –  Isa iah 65:19,20 show that morta l people wi l l  l ive 
longer than they do now, so that someone who d ies at 100 years  old wi l l  be cons idered 
young:     

“ I  w i l l  re jo ice in Jerusalem and be g lad in my people; no more shal l  be heard in i t  
the sound of weeping and the cry  of d istress . No more shal l  there be in i t  an in fant  
who l ives but a few days, or  an old man who does not f i l l  out  his days, for  the 
young man shal l  d ie a hundred years o ld, and the s inner  a hundred years  o ld shal l  
be accursed.”  

God keeps His promises 
These promises come f rom God and can be trusted. Read Isa iah 55:6-11 – not ice 
par t icu lar ly what God says in verse 11:  

“… so shal l  my word be that goes out from my mouth;  i t  shal l  not  return to me 
empty, but i t  shal l  accompl ish that which I  purpose, and shal l  succeed in the th ing 
for  which I  sent i t . ”   

So we may look forward wi th joy to that t ime when “ the ransomed of the LORD shal l  
return and come to Z ion wi th s inging; ever last ing joy shal l  be upon their  heads; they 
shal l  obta in g ladness and joy , and sorrow and s ighing shal l  f lee away”  ( Isa iah 35:10) .  
  

The end of the Millennium and a time of perfection 
So the Mi l lennium wi l l  be a t ime when the wor ld is  gradual ly restored to the condit ion i t  
was in when God f irs t  created i t .  I t  needs to become ‘very good’ once more to prepare i t  
for  God Himself  to l ive with people. Towards the end of  the 1,000 years some of  the 
morta l people wi l l  rebel agains t the ru le of  the Lord Jesus in one f ina l ac t of  human 
wickedness. Chr is t  wi l l ,  of  course, complete ly overcome th is  rebel l ion. He wi l l  re ign unt i l  
a l l  God’s  enemies have been destroyed, f ina l ly removing s in and death f rom the ear th. 
He wi l l  then del iver  the k ingdom to h is  Father:   

“Then comes the end, when he (Chr ist)  de l ivers the k ingdom to God the Father  
af ter  destroy ing every  ru le and every author i ty  and power . For he must re ign unt i l  
he has put a l l  h is enemies under h is feet.  The last enemy to be destroyed is death” 
(1 Cor inth ians 15:24-26).   

“He wi l l  swal low up death forever;  and the Lord GOD wi l l  wipe away tears from al l  
faces, and the reproach of h is people he wi l l  take away from al l  the ear th, for  the  
LORD has spoken” ( Isa iah 25:8) .   
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Only then wi l l  th is earth enjoy peace that wi l l  never end. The wor ld wi l l  f ina l ly be a p lace 
where God, who is to ta l ly holy and s in less,  can l ive wi th men and women. The whole 
ear th wi l l  be f i l led with the g lory of  God. He – the great Creator – wi l l  f i l l  the ear th wi th 
His  spir i t .   

 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 

                 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  T IME ----- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -> 
 

 

Verses to learn: Psalm 22:27,28 

Al l the ends of the earth shal l  remember and turn to the LORD, and a l l  the fami l ies of  
the nat ions shal l  worship before you. For  k ingship belongs to the LORD, and he ru les  
over  the nat ions.  

 

Verses to read: 
Isaiah 11:3-9 – These verses show what  a wonderful  place God’s kingdom wil l  be. 
He (Chris t  Jesus)  shal l  not  judge by what h is  eyes see, or decide disputes by what h is  ears  
hear,  but  wi th r ighteousness he shal l  judge the poor,  and decide wi th equi ty  fo r the meek o f  
the earth ;  and he shal l  s t r ike the earth wi th the rod of  h is  mouth,  and wi th the breath of  h is  
l ips he shal l  k i l l  the wicked.  Righteousness shal l  be the bel t  of  h is  wais t ,  and fa i th fu lness 
the bel t  of  h is  lo ins.   
 
The wol f  shal l  dwel l  wi th the lamb, and the leopard shal l  l ie  down wi th the young goat ,  and  
the cal f  and the l ion and the fat tened cal f  together ;  and a l i t t le  chi ld shal l  lead them. The 
cow and the bear shal l  graze;  thei r  young shal l  l ie  down together;  and the l ion shal l  eat  
s t raw l ike  the ox.  The nurs ing chi ld shal l  p lay over the hole of  the cobra,  and the weaned 
chi ld shal l  put  h is  hand on the adder 's  den. They shal l  not  hur t  o r  destroy in a l l  my holy  
mountain ;  fo r the ear th  shal l  be fu l l  of  the knowledge of  the LORD as the waters cover the 
sea. 
 
Also read Psalm 72:12-19 – these verses give another picture of the kingdom. 
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Revelation 21:3,4 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their 
God.  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away’. 
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Summary 

1.  W hen Jesus Chr ist  returns he wi l l  become k ing of  the wor ld. 

2.  His  capi ta l  c i t y wi l l  be Jerusalem. 

3.  In  the Mil lennium there wi l l  be: 

•  immorta l bel ievers who wi l l  rule the wor ld with Chr ist  and wi l l  teach the 
morta l people about  God; 

•  morta l people l iv ing at Chr ist ’s  return who do not know the Gospel and who 
accept Chr is t  as k ing – they wi l l  be taught God’s  ways. 

4.  At  the end of  the Mi l lennium, Chr ist  wi l l  de l iver the k ingdom to God.  The wor ld wi l l  
then be perfect and God wi l l  l ive among immorta l men and women.  


