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GOD’S VIEW OF HISTORY 
 

Reading: Danie l 2 

 

The Bible as God’s history book 
God does not  see th ings in the same way as we do.  He says in Isa iah 55:8,9:  

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nei ther are your ways my ways, dec lares 
the LORD. For as the heavens are h igher  than the earth, so are my ways h igher  
than your  ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. ”  

God does not v iew history as we do. People may be impressed by powerfu l nat ions 
whereas God may consider  them of  l i t t le importance. 
 
The Bib le is  God’s h is tory book and the Jews are His people. God’s p lan of  sa lvat ion is  
centred on the Jews, a lthough i t  extends to a l l  nat ions. I t  is  therefore not surpr is ing that  
the Old Testament te l ls  us about the his tory of  the Jews. The New Testament te l ls  us 
about  the l i fe of  the Lord Jesus Chr ist  and about the beginning of  the Chr ist ian church. 
 

People in the Old Testament 
Here is  a br ief  look at  some of  the people in the Old Testament .  
 
ADAM  was the f irs t  man. He was created by God. Adam disobeyed God and brought s in 
and death in to the wor ld (Genes is 3) .  Ever s ince, a l l  people (except Jesus)  have 
d isobeyed God in one way or  another,  and a l l  have died. 
 
NOAH  l ived about 1,000 years af ter  Adam was created. The people l iv ing at the t ime of  
Noah were so wicked that God sent  a f lood and destroyed them al l  – only r ighteous Noah 
and h is  family escaped,  because they obeyed God (Genes is  6) .  
  

ABRAHAM  was to ld by God to leave h is home in Ur ( in the south of  modern Iraq) and 
move to a country that  God would show him. God d id not tel l  Abraham where he was 
eventual ly going to l ive, but he obeyed, knowing that God would guide h im on h is 
journey. God was p leased with Abraham’s faith and obedience and made spec ia l 
promises to him (Genesis 12).  The Bib le descr ibes Abraham as the f r iend of  God. 
  

ISAAC  was the son of  Abraham and Sarah.  He was born by a mirac le when Sarah was 
too o ld to have chi ldren (Genes is  21) .  
  

JACOB  was Isaac’s son. God changed h is name to Israel,  which means ‘pr ince wi th 
God’ .  Jacob had twelve sons. They became the fathers  of  the twelve tr ibes of  Israel .  
Abraham’s descendants through Isaac and Jacob are the people of  Israel (a lso known as 
the Hebrews,  or  Israel i tes) ,  later  ca l led the Jews. 
 

JOSEPH  was one of  the twelve sons of  Jacob. His brothers were jealous of  him and sold 
h im to traders , and he became a s lave in Egypt.  He faced many tr ia ls but God blessed 
h im, and he eventual ly became head of  the k ing of  Egypt ’s  government  (Genes is  
41:39,40) .  Later ,  a l l  o f  Jacob’s fami ly jo ined Joseph in Egypt (Genes is 46) .  Many years 
af ter  Joseph’s death,  because Jacob’s descendants had become a huge number of  
people, the Egypt ians began to see them as a threat  and made them slaves. 
  

MOSES  was born in Egypt dur ing th is t ime of  s lavery.  His parents were Jews but he was 
brought up by the daughter of  the k ing of  Egypt.  God used Moses to lead the Israel i tes  
out of  Egypt and through the wi lderness (a barren and deserted land) to the land of  
Canaan, which He had promised them as a home. Dur ing the journey God formed the 
Israel i tes into a nat ion and gave them wise laws. 
 
The people of  Israel d id not trust in God to help them conquer the promised land of  
Canaan.  As a punishment God made them wander in the wi lderness for  40 years, unt i l  a l l  
those who lacked fa ith  had d ied. 
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JOSHUA led the new generat ion of  Israel i tes into Canaan, the land that God had 
promised them as a home. Canaan is now known as Israel .  
 

Judges rule the people 
At las t the people of  Israel  were l iv ing in  the land of  Canaan. God was their  King and He 
provided judges to rule over them for Him.  The nat ion of ten d isobeyed God’s laws and 
He punished them by sending other nat ions to f ight them. W hen they were in trouble, the  
people returned to God,  and He saved them through one of  the judges. Many t imes the 
nat ion turned away f rom God, and many t imes He showed His love by rescuing them. 
Nehemiah 9:28 says,  “many t imes you (God)  de l ivered them according to your merc ies”.   
 

 

 
  

The people want a king 
After about  400 years in the land, the people of  Israel asked for  a human k ing.  They d id 
not want God – they wanted a k ing they could see,  l ike the other  nat ions.   
 
SAUL  was the f irs t  human k ing.  He d id not  p lease God.   
 
DAVID ,  the second k ing, was f rom the tr ibe of  Judah and re igned f rom Jerusalem. He 
wrote many of  the Psalms. Acts 13:22 descr ibes h im as a man af ter  God’s heart  because 
he tr ied to do God’s wi l l  in h is l i fe.  Because David p leased God, he was g iven spec ia l  
promises,  to be fu lf i l led by the Lord Jesus Chr ist  (2 Samuel  7) .  
 
SOLOMON  was the next k ing to re ign for  God. He wrote many of  the wise sayings found 
in the book of  Proverbs, and bui l t  the great temple in Jerusalem. 
 

A divided kingdom 
After Solomon, the Kingdom of  Israel was d ivided in to two par ts .  The ten tr ibes in  the 
nor th became the nor thern k ingdom, and kept the name Israel.  The 
two other tr ibes formed the southern k ingdom. I t  became known as 
Judah, because al l  of  i ts  k ings came f rom the tr ibe of  Judah – they 
were descendants of  David and Solomon.  
                                                       
The people of  Israel  ( the nor thern k ingdom) grew so wicked that  God 
brought the Assyr ian army against them. They were taken into 
capt iv i t y and then scattered. They never returned to their  own land 
as a nat ion. 
 
Later,  the people of  Judah ( the southern k ingdom) were taken 
capt ive to Babylon, because they too had turned away f rom God.  
From that t ime, even to the present day, there has been no k ing in Jerusalem. Af ter  70 
years  of  capt iv i t y in  Babylon, the people of  the southern k ingdom were a l lowed to return 
to their  own land. However,  other nat ions ru led over them, including the Romans, who 
were in contro l in the t ime of  Jesus. 
 

Abraham 

Isaac Ishmael 

ARABS 
Esau 

ARABS 

Jacob 

THE JEWS 

ABRAHAM’S FAMILY TREE 
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The New Testament  
About 400 years af ter  the c lose of  the Old Testament,  God provided His own Son, the 
Lord Jesus Chr ist .  Jesus was rejec ted by many of  h is own people, the Jews. Before he 
was led away to be cruc if ied they cr ied, “His b lood be on us and on our ch i ldren!”  
(Mat thew 27:25).  The Jews could not have committed a worse cr ime. God later  used the 
Romans to punish them. This resulted in the Jewish people being taken f rom their  land 
and scattered among the nat ions of  the wor ld. They remained scattered unt i l  about 150 
years  ago,  when they star ted to return to their  land. 
 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream – a vision of the future (Daniel 2) 

The Bib le conta ins a prophecy which spans h is tory f rom the t ime of  the Babylonian 
Empire (BC 600),  through to our own day and beyond to the t ime when God’s k ingdom is 
restored on earth. The prophecy shows that God contro ls wor ld events and the t ime wi l l  
come when the “k ingdom of  men”  (Danie l 4:17)  wi l l  g ive p lace to the Kingdom of  God. 
  
A young Jewish pr ince cal led DANIEL  was taken capt ive to Babylon when the southern 
k ingdom of  Judah was coming to an end. One n ight  Nebuchadnezzar,  the k ing of  
Babylon, had a very strange dream. This dream was a prophecy g iven by God, who 
showed Danie l  i ts  meaning.   
 
In  h is  dream the k ing saw a great image, 
perhaps l ike the one shown here. The 
image g ives a p icture of  f ive per iods of  
h istory, which would fol low one af ter  the 
other.  Danie l expla ined to the k ing of  
Babylon that the head of  gold represented 
h is Babylonian empire (Danie l 2 :37,38).  
 
Nebuchadnezzar was to ld that af ter  his  
empire would come a less powerfu l  
empire, represented by the s i lver breast  
and arms of  the image in the dream. W e 
know that this was the empire of  the 
Medes and Pers ians. A th ird great empire 
would fo l low,  represented by the brass 
stomach and th ighs.  This refers  to the 
Greek Empire. The legs of  i ron refer to the 
Roman Empire which came to dominate 
the wor ld. The Roman Empire spread 
fur ther than any of  the others. I t  was 
dur ing the Roman Empire that Jesus was 
born, and Roman sold iers were involved in  
h is cruc if ix ion. A few hundred years later  
the Roman Empire broke up and there has 
never s ince been an empire to dominate 
th is area of  the wor ld and ru le over  the 
Jewish nat ion. 
  
His tory books conf irm that four great empires fo l lowed each other just  as  descr ibed in  
Danie l  2 .  This  remarkable prophecy shows that  we can trus t the Bib le. 
 
The t ime f rom the end of  the Roman Empire unt i l  our  t ime, a per iod of  near ly 2,000 
years , is  represented in the dream by the feet of  the image – a mixture of  i ron and c lay,  
strong nat ions and weak nat ions. They are d ivided and separate, just as b its  of  i ron wi l l  
not mix wi th c lay. W e are l iv ing in th is t ime – a t ime of  div is ions – nat ions can agree on 
very l i t t le .  
 
In the dream Nebuchadnezzar saw a smal l  s tone h i t t ing the feet and smashing the image 
to powder . The powder was b lown away in the wind, leaving only the stone. The stone 
then became a great mounta in that f i l led the whole ear th. Danie l 2:44,45 expla ins what  
is  to happen in the t ime of  the feet (our t imes! ) :  
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“And in the days of those k ings the God of heaven wi l l  set up a k ingdom that shal l  
never be destroyed, nor shal l  the k ingdom be le f t  to another people. I t  shal l  break 
in p ieces a l l  these k ingdoms and br ing them to an end, and i t  shal l  s tand forever,  
just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mounta in by no human hand, and that i t  
broke in  p ieces the iron,  the bronze,  the c lay , the s i lver,  and the gold. ”  

The image represents the k ingdom of  men. The s tone “cut f rom a mounta in by no human 
hand”  represents the Lord Jesus Chr is t ,  who had no human father.  W hen he returns to 
the ear th, he wi l l  end the ru le of  a l l  the k ingdoms of  the wor ld and res tore God’s 
k ingdom, which wi l l  f i l l  the whole ear th. 
 
Much of  Nebuchadnezzar ’s dream has come to pass – and we can be qui te sure that the 
last  part  wi l l  a lso be fu lf i l led.  Not ice that the future k ingdom wi l l  be here on th is earth.  

 

 

A verse to learn:  Daniel 2:44 

And in the days of those k ings the God of heaven wi l l  set up a k ingdom that shal l  never 
be destroyed,  nor shal l  the k ingdom be le f t  to  another people. I t  shal l  break in  p ieces 
a l l  these k ingdoms and br ing them to an end, and i t  shal l  s tand for  ever …  

                          

Verses to read:  
 
Deuteronomy 7:6-8 – The people of  Israel  are God’s chosen nat ion. 
For you are a people holy  to the LORD your  God.  The LORD your God has chosen you to 
be a people for  h is treasured possession, out of al l  the peoples who are on the face of  
the earth. I t  was not because you were more in number than any other people that the 
LORD set h is love on you and chose you, for  you were the fewest of a l l  peoples , but i t  is  
because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers , that  
the LORD has brought  you out with a mighty  hand and redeemed you from the house of  
s lavery , f rom the hand of Pharaoh k ing of Egypt .  
 
Acts 13:17-23 – The apost le Paul  gave this history lesson. 
The God of th is  people Israel chose our fathers  and made the people great dur ing their  
s tay in the land of Egypt ,  and with upl i f ted arm he led them out of i t .  And for  about for ty 
years  he put up with them in the wi lderness. And af ter  destroy ing seven nat ions in the 
land of Canaan, he gave them their  land as an inher i tance. Al l  th is  took about 450 years. 
And af ter  that he gave them judges unt i l  Samuel the prophet.  Then they asked for  a k ing,  
and God gave them Saul the son of  Kish,  a man of the tr ibe of Benjamin, for  for ty  years . 
And when he had removed h im, he ra ised up Dav id to be their  k ing, of whom he test i f ied 
and said, ‘I  have found in Dav id the son of Jesse a man after  my hear t ,  who wi l l  do a l l  
my wil l . ’  Of th is  man's offspr ing God has brought  to  Israel  a Saviour,  Jesus, as he 
promised.  
 
Also read Nehemiah 9:7-31,  Acts 7. 
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Summary 

1.  The Old Testament te l ls  us  about the h is tory of  God’s people, the Jews. 

2.  The New Testament  te l ls  us about Jesus and the beginning of  the Chr is t ian church. 

3.  The prophecy of  Danie l 2  descr ibes four great empires that fol lowed one af ter  the 
other,  fo l lowed by a t ime of  strong and weak nat ions. W e l ive in the t ime 
represented by the feet of  the image, and are wai t ing for  the Lord Jesus Chr is t  
( represented by the stone)  to return. 

4.  Chr is t  wi l l  br ing to an end the k ingdom of  men and res tore God’s k ingdom, which 
wi l l  f i l l  the whole earth. 


