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THE RETURN OF THE LORD JESUS TO THE EARTH 
 

Reading:  Acts  1 

 

Two thousand years ago 
Jesus had been cruc i f ied. His d isc ip les ( fol lowers) were puzzled and d isappointed. Al l  
the ir  hopes had been p laced in h im, but  now he lay dead in the tomb. 
 
But af ter  three days in the grave, God ra ised Jesus f rom the dead. His d isc ip les did not 
bel ieve that he was a l ive unt i l  they had actual ly seen h im. Then they remembered what  
Jesus had said to them before h is death: 

“ . . .  you wi l l  weep and lament ,  but the wor ld wi l l  re jo ice. You wi l l  be sorrowful,  but  
your  sorrow wi l l  turn into joy” (John 16:20) .  

They were f i l led wi th joy when they saw their  Lord and Master  again!  

“Then the d isc ip les were g lad when they saw the Lord” (John 20:20).  

The Lord Jesus is taken into heaven 
Read the f i rs t  e ight verses of  Acts 1.  The apost les (Jesus ’ spec ia l disc ip les) must have 
been so happy dur ing the 40 days when the Lord Jesus was with them once again. At the 
end of  those 40 days they were s tanding with their  Lord on the Mount of  Ol ives.  
Suddenly,  the Lord Jesus was taken f rom them, upwards into heaven. They watched as 
he lef t  the ear th unt i l  he was h idden f rom their  s ight by a c loud. He had been taken f rom 
them again. 
 
But this  t ime they were nei ther  puzzled nor d isappointed. Luke te l ls  us that the Lord  
Jesus “par ted from them and was carr ied up into heaven. And they worshipped him and 
returned to Jerusalem wi th great joy” (Luke 24:51,52) .  
 

The secret of their joy 
W hy were the apost les so joyful  a t  th is t ime?  Par t ly because their  s ins had been 
forg iven through the death of  Jesus – they would now preach this  message of  sa lvat ion 
for  the rest of  the ir  l ives. However ,  th is was not the only reason for  their  joy. W hile the 
apost les were watching the Lord Jesus go into heaven, two angels came to them with a 
message. They said, 

“Men of Gali lee, why do you stand look ing into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken 
up from you into heaven, wi l l  come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven” 
(Acts 1:11).  

As the apost les went back to Jerusalem they knew wi thout any doubt that Jesus Chr ist  
h imself  would come back to this earth to re ign as k ing in God’s k ingdom. The 
resurrec t ion of  Jesus was God’s  guarantee that this  would happen.   
 

Jesus spoke of his return to this earth 
These events happened near ly 2,000 years ago and 
Chr is t  has not returned yet ;  but he wi l l  come – he said 
so h imself .  In Luke 21 Jesus speaks about  coming in a 
c loud wi th power and great g lory. Not ice that Jesus went  
to heaven in a c loud and the angels said that he would 
return in the same way (Acts 1:9-11).  
 
Many of  Jesus ’ parables a lso speak of  his  second coming. The parable of  the v irg ins 
(Mat thew 25:1-13) te l ls  the story of  a br idegroom coming to h is wedding. In the parable 
the br idegroom represents the Lord Jesus, and the s tory warns us that when he comes, 
there wi l l  be some who are not prepared for  h im. His return is  cer ta in and we need to be 
ready,  but we do not know when  he wi l l  re turn.  Jesus ends the parable wi th this  warning:  

“Watch therefore,  for  you know nei ther  the day nor the hour” (Mat thew 25:13).  

Luke 21:27 And then they will 
see the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud with power and great 
glory. 



CHRISTADELPHIAN BIBLE COURSE 
Lesson 7 – The Return of the Lord Jesus to the Earth 

   Christadelphian Bible Mission Page 2 

The apostle Peter preached about Christ’s return 
W e read that  Peter  went to the temple in Jerusalem shor t ly af ter  the Lord Jesus had 
gone into heaven. He spoke bold ly about the death and resurrec t ion of  Jesus to the Jews 
who had put Jesus to death. In  Acts  3:19-21 he says to them, 

“Repent therefore, and turn again, that your s ins may be b lotted out,  that t imes of  
refreshing may come from the presence of  the Lord,  and that  he may send the 

Christ appointed for  you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until  the t ime for  
restor ing a l l  the th ings about which God spoke by the mouth of h is holy  prophets 
long ago.” 

Many people today say that Chr ist  wi l l  not return to the ear th.  But God Himself  has 
promised to send the Lord Jesus, and we know that God wi l l  keep His promise. Peter  
says that God is wai t ing to g ive t ime for  more people to repent:  

“The Lord is  not s low to ful f i l  h is promise as some count s lowness, but  is  pat ient  
towards you, not wishing that any should per ish, but that a l l  should reach 
repentance. But  the day of  the Lord will  come  l ike a th ief …”  (2  Peter 3:9,10) .  

The apostle Paul wrote about Christ’s return  
In the New Testament there are two let ters wr i t ten by the apost le Paul to  the bel ievers at  
Thessalonica in Greece. In  every chapter of  these le t ters Paul mentions the return of  the 
Lord Jesus f rom heaven.  Here are two examples. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 speaks of  the resurrec t ion of  the dead at the coming of  Chr is t .   
 
2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 shows that some wi l l  be punished by Chr is t  when he returns and 
others wi l l  welcome him. 
 

What will happen when the Lord Jesus Christ returns? 
The second coming of  the Lord Jesus Chr ist  wi l l  be a tremendous event .  Many who are 
dead wi l l  be ra ised. The l ives of  everyone l iv ing at that t ime wi l l  be changed. I t  wi l l  be a 
very joyfu l t ime for  some, but also a t ime when God br ings His judgements on the wor ld. 
This is  sad but necessary. W ithout God’s judgements , s in and i ts  ef fects wi l l  never be 
destroyed. 
 
Chr is t  wi l l  raise f rom the dead those who have known the Gospel.  People who have d ied 
not knowing the Gospel wi l l  remain dead – they wi l l  not be ra ised. This is  because the 
Lord Jesus is  coming to judge people on their  response to the Gospel (Romans 2:16).  
People who have never heard the Gospel wi l l  not  be judged on their  response to i t .  I f  
they have d ied, then they have gone for  ever – they are “ l ike the beasts that per ish” 
(Psalm 49:20) .  
 
Af ter  the resurrect ion there wi l l  be two groups of  people on the earth:  

•  people who have known the Gospel (both those who were ra ised f rom the dead 
and those who are l iv ing when Chr is t  returns)  

•  people l iv ing at  the t ime who do not  know the Gospel.   
 
W e wil l  look at what  wi l l  happen to these groups.  
 

People who have known the Gospel 
Jesus Chr is t  wi l l  summons to judgement everyone who has known the Gospel (both 
those resurrec ted and those a l ive when he returns) .  
  

1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord 
himself will descend from heaven with a 
cry of command, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the sound of the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 
rise first. 

2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 … when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven … inflicting vengeance on those 
who do not know God and on those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus … when he comes on that 
day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marvelled at 
among all who have believed … 
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(a)  True bel ievers wil l  be given immortal l i fe  – Bapt ized bel ievers who have tr ied 
fai thfu l ly to fo l low the example of  the Lord Jesus wi l l  receive a p lace in  God’s k ingdom 
on ear th. There wi l l  be great joy. They wi l l  be changed to share a nature l ike God 
Himself  –  a nature that cannot  s in and cannot d ie, and wi l l  have no pain or suf fer ing.   
 
(b)  People who have known but refused to obey the Gospel wil l  be rejected – These 
are people who have known the Gospel but  dec ided not to fo l low the Lord Jesus. They 
wi l l  not  be g iven a p lace in  God’s  k ingdom because they chose to ignore the Bib le 
message. They wi l l  depar t  f rom the judgement in shame, knowing they have not been 
able to share in  the b less ings of  God’s  k ingdom. They wi l l  then d ie for  ever .  
 
The Old Testament prophet Danie l speaks of  the reward of  the r ighteous and the 
punishment  of  the wicked: 

“And many of  those who s leep in the dust of the earth shal l  awake,  some to 
ever last ing l i fe ,  and some to shame and ever last ing contempt” (Danie l  12:2) .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

People alive when Christ returns who do not know the Gospel 
In His mercy God wi l l  a l low some people f rom al l  nat ions to l ive as morta l people in His  
k ingdom when Chr is t  re igns as  k ing.  Others wi l l  be punished and d ie. 
 

1. The Jews 

(a)  Some of the Jews will  accept Christ as their king – Jesus Chr ist  wi l l  come back at 
a t ime when the nat ion of  Israel is  in a desperate state. They wi l l  be surrounded by 
enemies on a l l  s ides.  The Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  wi th his power, wi l l  overcome those who 
are f ight ing against them. Then many of  the Jews wi l l  real ise at last that Jesus real ly is  
their  promised k ing.  They wi l l  repent of  their  nat ion’s s in in  crucifying him and g ladly 
accept him as their  k ing. The prophet Zechar iah says,  “… when they look on me, on h im 
whom they have p ierced, they shal l  mourn”  (Zechar iah 12:10) .  
 
These Jews wi l l  be a l lowed to l ive in God’s  k ingdom as morta l  people when Jesus Chr is t  
re igns as k ing. They wi l l  l ive in the land of  Israel and become the chief  of  the nat ions. 
Israel ’s  capita l  c i t y,  Jerusalem, wi l l  become the capi ta l of  the wor ld. I t  wi l l  be the centre 
of  worship for  al l  the people who l ive in  God’s k ingdom. I t  wi l l  be a t ime of  great  
happiness for  the Jews, af ter  al l  thei r  suf fer ing. 
 
As morta l people they wi l l  s t i l l  have human nature and be able to s in,  and they wi l l  s t i l l  
grow old and d ie.  They wi l l  have the opportuni ty to accept the Lord Jesus as their  
saviour,  and some wi l l  la ter  be g iven immorta l l i fe.  
 
(b) Jews who refuse to accept Christ as their king wil l  be punished – The people of  
Israel who rejec t the Lord Jesus Chr ist  when he returns wi l l  receive God’s judgements 
and be destroyed. They wi l l  never  l ive again.  
 

2. The Gentiles  

(a)  Some Genti les wi l l  accept  Christ ’s rule –  God wi l l  al low these Gent i les  to l ive as  
morta l people in His k ingdom when Jesus Chr is t  reigns as k ing.  They wi l l  be taught  
God’s ways by the Lord Jesus and the immorta l bel ievers . They wi l l  have the oppor tuni ty 
to  accept  the Lord Jesus as their  saviour.  Some wi l l  la ter  be g iven immortal  l i fe.   

TRUE BELIEVERS PEOPLE WHO REFUSED TO OBEY 

Judged by Chr is t  and accepted into 
God’s  k ingdom – given immorta l l i fe 

Judged by Chr is t  and rejec ted 
f rom God’s k ingdom – d ie for  ever 

PEOPLE WHO HAVE KNOWN THE GOSPEL 
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(b) The Gent iles who do not want Christ to rule over them will  be punished – The 
Gent i le nat ions who do not want the Lord Jesus Chr ist  to ru le over  them when he returns 
to set up God’s k ingdom on earth wi l l  f ight against him. God’s judgements wi l l  be poured 
out on these people and there wi l l  be a t ime of  great trouble on the ear th. Af ter  suf fer ing 
the wrath of  God for  a short  t ime, they wi l l  be complete ly destroyed. They wi l l  not suf fer  
in f i re  for  ever – th is is  not  Bib le teaching as you wi l l  learn f rom later lessons.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

What will happen to you and me? 
W e have a choice.   

•  I f  we are bapt ized into the Lord Jesus Chr ist  (Lesson 31 is  about bapt ism) and are 
fai thfu l to him now, then he wi l l  accept us in to God’s k ingdom at h is return. He wi l l  
change us to be l ike h imself  – we wi l l  l ive for  ever and be unable to s in.   

•  I f  we are not bapt ized or are not fa i thfu l to  h im now, then he wi l l  rejec t us at h is 
return and we wi l l  die for  ever.  Par t  of  our  punishment is  that we shal l  see the  
g lory of  God’s k ingdom before we d ie but  wi l l  never  be par t  of  i t .  

 

 A verse to learn:  Acts 1:11 

The angels said: “Men of Gal i lee, why do you s tand look ing in to heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven,  wi l l  come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven”.  

 
Verses to read:  Matthew 25:1-13,  1 Thessalonians 4. 
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Summary 

1.  Jesus Chr is t  wi l l  re turn to the earth. W hen he comes, he wi l l  g ive true bel ievers 
immorta l  l i fe and a p lace in God’s k ingdom. 

2.  People who have known but refused to obey the Gospel wi l l  be re jected and d ie. 

3.  Jews who are a l ive and accept Chr is t  as their  k ing when he returns wi l l  be a l lowed 
to l ive in God’s k ingdom as morta l people. The Lord Jesus wi l l  make them the chief 
of  the nat ions. The Jews who reject  h im wi l l  be punished and die. 

4.  Gent i les who accept Chr ist ’s  rule wi l l  be al lowed to l ive in God’s k ingdom as mortal  
people. They wi l l  be taught God’s  ways by the Lord Jesus and immorta l bel ievers. 

5.  The Gent i le  nat ions who f ight  agains t the Lord Jesus wi l l  be destroyed. 

JEWS GENTILES 

W ill  repent  and be 
head of  the 
nat ions in 

God’s  k ingdom 
as morta l people 

L ive as  mortal  
people in 

God’s  k ingdom 
and wi l l  be taught 

the Gospel 

ACCEPT CHRIST 
AS THEIR KING 

 

REJECT 
CHRIST 

Suffer God’s  
judgements  –
die for  ever 

ACCEPT 
CHRIST’S RULE 

OPPOSE 
CHRIST’S RULE 

Suffer God’s  
judgements  – 
d ie for  ever 

PEOPLE LIVING WHEN CHRIST RETURNS 
BUT WHO DO NOT KNOW THE GOSPEL 


